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Abstract 

 

This research explores the intersection of theology and ethics within the realm of values-based 
journalism, with a specific focus on the communication of Islamic perspectives. In the 
contemporary media landscape, where journalism plays a crucial role in shaping public 
discourse, it becomes imperative to analyze how Islamic values are communicated through 
the lens of ethical journalism. The study aims to investigate the application of Islamic theology 
and ethical principles in values-based journalism, emphasizing the role of media in reflecting 
and shaping societal norms. By employing a qualitative research approach, content analysis 
will be conducted on a sample of news articles, opinion pieces, and other journalistic content 
with an Islamic focus. The analysis will delve into how these pieces adhere to or deviate from 
established theological principles and ethical guidelines. Furthermore, the research seeks to 
identify challenges faced by journalists and media organizations when attempting to integrate 
Islamic values into their narratives. It also explores potential strategies and best practices for 
overcoming these challenges, fostering a more nuanced and ethical communication of Islamic 
perspectives. The findings of this study aim to contribute to the ongoing discourse on the role 
of theology and ethics in journalism, providing insights into how media professionals can 
effectively communicate Islamic values while upholding ethical standards. Ultimately, the 
research aspires to encourage a more informed and respectful portrayal of Islamic 
perspectives in the media, promoting dialogue and understanding in an increasingly diverse 
and interconnected global society. 

Open Rubric 
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Introduction 

 
In the contemporary landscape of global communication, the role of journalism is pivotal in 
shaping public perception, influencing societal values, and fostering informed discourse. 
Within this dynamic realm, the intersection of theology and ethics becomes particularly 
significant, especially when examining values-based journalism that aims to communicate 
diverse perspectives (Serik et al., 2023). This research delves into the nuanced domain of 
Theology and Ethics in Values-Based Journalism Communicating Islamic Perspectives, 
seeking to unravel the complexities and dynamics involved in the portrayal of Islamic values 
within journalistic narratives. The impetus for this study arises from the recognition that 
journalism, as a disseminator of information, holds the power to construct and reinforce 
societal norms. In the context of Islamic perspectives, this influence becomes a crucial force 
in shaping public understanding and appreciation of Islamic values, ethics, and theology. The 
inquiry is rooted in the premise that journalism, when guided by ethical principles and 
theological considerations, can serve as a bridge for intercultural dialogue and mutual 
understanding. 
 
The primary objective of this research is to scrutinize the ways in which Islamic values are 
communicated through the lens of values-based journalism, exploring the intricate relationship 
between theology, ethics, and media practices (Khoirunnisa & Jubaidi, 2023). By adopting a 
qualitative research approach, this study will conduct a thorough content analysis of 
journalistic materials with an Islamic focus, evaluating the alignment of such content with 
established theological principles and ethical standards. This investigation is motivated by the 
need to comprehend how media professionals navigate the challenges of integrating Islamic 
values into their narratives while upholding ethical standards. Moreover, the research aims to 
identify best practices and strategies employed by journalists and media organizations in 
communicating Islamic perspectives effectively. 
 
By shedding light on the intricacies of theology and ethics in values-based journalism, this 
study aspires to contribute valuable insights to academic scholarship, media practitioners, and 
the broader community. The findings are expected to foster a deeper understanding of the 
role of journalism in shaping perceptions of Islamic perspectives, ultimately advocating for a 
more informed, respectful, and ethically grounded portrayal of Islamic values in the global 
media landscape (Hati et al., 2023). 
 
The fundamental premise of this study lies in the recognition that journalism, when rooted in 
values, has the potential to transcend being merely informative to actively contributing to the 
moral and ethical fabric of society. By focusing on Islamic perspectives, this research aims to 
unravel the nuances of how theology, as a foundational element of belief systems, intersects 
with journalistic ethics to shape the dissemination of information. Values-based journalism, 
characterized by its commitment to presenting news stories within a broader ethical 
framework, is particularly pertinent in the context of Islamic communication. This approach 
seeks to move beyond the mere reporting of events to explore the ethical dimensions and 
values embedded within news narratives. As such, this research endeavors to dissect the 
intricacies of Islamic theology and ethics, examining their manifestation in the realm of values-
based journalism. 
 
Through a qualitative analysis of journalistic content, ranging from news articles to opinion 
pieces, this study seeks to unravel how Islamic perspectives are communicated and whether 
they align with theological principles and ethical guidelines. Additionally, it aims to identify the 
challenges faced by journalists and media organizations when navigating the incorporation of 
Islamic values into their narratives. 
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By illuminating the nuanced relationship between theology, ethics, and values-based 
journalism within an Islamic context, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of 
how media can play a constructive role in reflecting and shaping societal norms (Indainanto 
et al., 2023). The subsequent chapters will delve into the methodologies employed, the 
analysis conducted, and the findings that emerge from this exploration, offering insights into 
fostering a more ethical and informed communication of Islamic perspectives in the media 
landscape. 

 
Literature Review 

Values-based journalism, with its commitment to presenting news within an ethical framework, 
holds significant implications for the communication of Islamic perspectives. As media 
becomes an increasingly influential force in shaping public opinion, understanding the 
intersection of theology and ethics in journalism takes on heightened importance (Tenenboim, 
2023). This literature review navigates through key theoretical frameworks, empirical studies, 
and scholarly discussions that illuminate the intricate relationship between theology, ethics, 
and the communication of Islamic perspectives in the realm of values-based journalism. 

At the core of this exploration lies an acknowledgment of the role of theology in shaping belief 
systems and ethical frameworks within Islam. Islamic theology encompasses a rich tapestry 
of beliefs, values, and principles derived from the Quran, Hadith, and other authoritative 
sources (Ivancsics et al., 2023). Theoretical discussions highlight the importance of grounding 
ethical considerations in Islamic theology, emphasizing the inseparable link between religious 
principles and ethical conduct. Within the broader context of journalism ethics, the theoretical 
framework of Normative Theories, such as the deontological perspective and utilitarianism, 
has often guided discussions on ethical decision-making in media. However, for the 
incorporation of Islamic ethical values into journalistic practices, urging a departure from purely 
Western-centric ethical paradigms. This sets the stage for an exploration of how Islamic 
theology can be interwoven into the ethical fabric of journalism. 

Values - based journalism, emphasizes the importance of understanding the cultural and 
moral contexts in which news stories unfold. It acknowledges that individuals and communities 
hold diverse values that shape their understanding of events. This type of journalism aims to 
provide a more nuanced and empathetic understanding of the issues at hand by considering 
these different perspectives. Regarding the concept of a global context, it is applicable to 
certain issues. Global context refers to the interconnectedness of events, ideas, and actions 
on a global scale. Some issues, such as climate change, international conflicts, or global 
health crises, transcend national boundaries and have far-reaching implications. 
Understanding these issues in a global context involves considering how they impact different 
countries, regions, and cultures around the world. In values-based journalism, recognizing the 
global context means acknowledging that events and issues are not isolated, but rather 
influenced by and connected to broader global trends, systems, and perspectives. It involves 
exploring how different cultures and societies experience and interpret these issues, as well 
as recognizing the potential for collaboration and shared solutions across borders. By 
considering the global context, journalists can provide a more comprehensive and inclusive 
understanding of the stories they report. In the Islamic context, emphasize the necessity of 
integrating Islamic values into journalism to ensure a more holistic representation of events. 
Values such as justice, compassion, and truth, deeply embedded in Islamic teachings, serve 
as guiding principles for journalists committed to values-based reporting. Empirical studies, 
provide insights into the challenges faced by journalists attempting to communicate Islamic 
perspectives within the values-based framework. These studies underscore the need for a 
nuanced approach that balances cultural sensitivity, religious understanding, and ethical 
considerations in the portrayal of Islamic issues. The literature points to several challenges in 
aligning Islamic perspectives with values-based journalism. One notable challenge is the 
potential clash between Western journalistic norms and Islamic ethical principles. Journalists 
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operating within secular frameworks may struggle to navigate the religious nuances inherent 
in Islamic narratives, leading to potential misrepresentations. 

Moreover, the impact of technological advancements  such as the rise of social media 
platforms, can be viewed as both positive and challenging. Positively, social media has 
enabled greater connectivity and the formation of global communities, allowing individuals 
from diverse backgrounds to engage in dialogue and exchange ideas. This aligns with 
theological principles of fostering unity and understanding among people. Social media has 
also facilitated the mobilization of people for social causes, aligning with theological values of 
justice and compassion. However, challenges arise as technological advancements can 
amplify negative aspects of human nature, such as the spread of misinformation and the 
erosion of privacy. The polarization of societies and the potential misuse of personal 
information raise ethical concerns. From a theological perspective, these challenges call for 
responsible stewardship of technology and a critical evaluation of its impact on human 
relationships and societal values. Overall, theologians may encourage a balanced approach 
to technological advancements, recognizing their potential benefits while also addressing the 
ethical and social implications. It is important to navigate these advancements with wisdom, 
discernment, and a commitment to upholding values that promote justice, compassion, and 
the common good. The rapid dissemination of information through digital platforms can 
contribute to the oversimplification of complex Islamic issues, reinforcing stereotypes and 
limiting nuanced understanding. Despite these challenges, the literature also presents 
opportunities for fostering a more ethical and effective communication of Islamic perspectives. 
The emerging field of Islamic media studies, a framework for understanding how Islamic 
values can inform media production, thereby contributing to the development of a distinct 
Islamic journalism. Ethical considerations play a central role in values-based journalism, and 
within an Islamic framework, the concept of adab (moral conduct) is integral. Incorporating 
adab into journalism practices ensures a more responsible and respectful portrayal of Islamic 
perspectives. Adab serves as a moral compass, guiding journalists to approach their work with 
humility, integrity, and a commitment to truth. 

This literature review provides a comprehensive overview of the theoretical underpinnings, 
empirical studies, and scholarly discussions surrounding the intersection of theology, ethics, 
and values-based journalism in the context of Islamic perspectives. As media continues to 
evolve, the need for a thoughtful and ethical representation of Islamic issues becomes 
increasingly pressing. By synthesizing insights from Islamic theology, journalistic ethics, and 
cultural studies, this research aims to contribute to the ongoing dialogue on fostering a more 
informed, ethical, and culturally sensitive communication of Islamic perspectives within the 
realm of values-based journalism. The subsequent chapters of this study will build upon this 
foundation, utilizing these theoretical and empirical insights to conduct a nuanced analysis of 
the communication of Islamic perspectives in values-based journalism. 

 
Methodology Employed 

 
This research employs a qualitative methodology to delve into the intricate relationship 
between theology, ethics, and values-based journalism with a focus on communicating Islamic 
perspectives. Content analysis serves as a primary method, involving the systematic 
examination of news articles, opinion pieces, and media content to discern recurring themes, 
ethical considerations, and the alignment of content with Islamic theological principles. A 
purposive sample ensures the inclusion of diverse perspectives from traditional and digital 
media platforms. Complementing content analysis, semi-structured interviews are conducted 
with 50 journalists, media professionals, and scholars specializing in Islamic studies and 
journalism ethics. These interviews provide invaluable insights into decision-making 
processes, ethical challenges, and considerations encountered when navigating the 
intersection of theology and journalism (Istomina & Simonova, 2022). Ethical principles guide 
participant selection, informed consent procedures, and the protection of participant identities 
through the use of pseudonyms in reporting. Documentary analysis extends the exploration 
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beyond media content to organizational documents, including codes of conduct, mission 
statements, and editorial policies of Islamic media organizations. This enhances the 
understanding of how ethical considerations are articulated within the organizational 
framework. 
 
Thematic analysis, both deductive and inductive, forms the backbone of data analysis, 
identifying patterns and themes within the collected data. Triangulation is employed to 
enhance the validity and reliability of findings by cross-verifying information from multiple 
sources, providing a comprehensive and robust understanding of the complex relationship 
between theology, ethics, and values-based journalism within the realm of Islamic 
perspectives (Majstorović et al., 2022). While acknowledging the limitations inherent in 
qualitative research, such as limited generalizability, this methodology is designed to offer a 
nuanced exploration of the subject. By combining various data sources and committing to 
ethical considerations, the research aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of how 
Islamic values are communicated ethically within the context of values-based journalism. 

 
Results and Discussion 
 
The results of this study, rooted in a qualitative methodology combining content analysis, 
interviews, and documentary analysis, offer nuanced insights into the intersection of theology 
and ethics in values-based journalism with a focus on communicating Islamic perspectives. 
The findings are presented in two main sections Content Analysis and Interviews. 
 
Alignment with Islamic Theology 
 
The content analysis reveals a spectrum of alignment with Islamic theology within values-
based journalism. While some media pieces demonstrate a clear incorporation of Islamic 
principles, others display a more superficial engagement. Notably, themes of justice, 
compassion, and truth emerge consistently, reflecting Islamic ethical values. However, the 
depth of theological engagement varies, indicating the need for a more nuanced 
understanding of Islamic perspectives (Smit & Heide, 2021). In the content analysis phase, 
the examination of various media pieces shed light on the diverse ways in which Islamic 
theology is aligned within values-based journalism. The analysis uncovered a spectrum of 
alignment, suggesting that not all media pieces exhibit the same depth of incorporation of 
Islamic principles. Some demonstrated a clear and profound integration of Islamic values into 
their narratives, reflecting a thoughtful engagement with theological principles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Engagement with theological principles in journalism (Author’s own) 

 
On the opposite end of the spectrum, however, certain media pieces exhibited a more 
superficial engagement with Islamic theology. This superficiality could manifest as a cursory 
inclusion of Islamic terms or symbols without a deeper exploration of the underlying theological 
principles (Buitendag, 2008). Such instances might indicate a more tokenistic approach, where 
Islamic elements are included for symbolic or cultural reasons rather than as an earnest 
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attempt to convey the essence of Islamic perspectives. Despite these variations, certain 
themes consistently emerged across the analyzed content, highlighting the prevalence of key 
Islamic ethical values. Themes such as justice, compassion, and truth were recurrent in the 
media pieces, suggesting an overarching attempt to align with Islamic principles. These 
themes serve as foundational elements within Islamic theology, emphasizing the importance 
of fairness, empathy, and truthfulness in various aspects of life. However, the depth of 
theological engagement in these themes varied. While some media pieces delved into the 
intricacies of these principles, providing a nuanced understanding of their application within 
specific contexts, others approached them more superficially. The variance in the depth of 
engagement indicates the complexity of integrating Islamic perspectives into journalistic 
content. It emphasizes that, while certain ethical values are consistently present, a deeper and 
more nuanced exploration is necessary to accurately convey the richness of Islamic theology. 

 
O you who have believed, fear Allāh and speak words of 
appropriate justice. (QS. Al-Aḥzāb/33:70) 

 
Within the spheres of journalism and theology, the imperative to articulate words of appropriate 
justice underscores a commitment to ethical communication, integrity, and the pursuit of truth. 
In the realm of journalism, practitioners bear the responsibility of conveying accurate and 
unbiased information, devoid of distortion or sensationalism. The ethical dimension of justice 
in journalism entails fair representation of diverse perspectives, holding the powerful 
accountable, and adhering to principles that prevent misinformation.  Journalists can strive 
towards these principles through transparency, fact-checking, balanced coverage, and 
seeking diverse perspectives. It requires continuous efforts and commitment to ethical 
journalism practices. Simultaneously, theological discourse places an emphasis on the pursuit 
of ultimate truth and moral values, intertwining with the advocacy for social justice, 
compassion, and empathy. When considering the intersection of journalism and theology, the 
shared values of truth and justice become paramount, necessitating a harmonious approach 
that respects diverse beliefs and promotes ethical responsibility in the dissemination of 
theological perspectives. The convergence of these fields invites a dialogue where words 
spoken contribute to a more just and informed public discourse, aligning with the ethical 
imperatives of both journalism and theology (Baranova et al., 2022).  
 
This nuanced understanding is crucial for several reasons. First, it acknowledges the diversity 
within Islamic thought and practice, recognizing that a one-size-fits-all approach to 
incorporating Islamic perspectives may overlook the richness of theological diversity within the 
Muslim community. Second, it underscores the importance of avoiding stereotypical or 
reductionist portrayals of Islamic values, emphasizing the need for a more profound 
exploration that captures the multifaceted nature of Islamic theology. In essence, the content 
analysis underscores the dynamic nature of aligning Islamic theology within values-based 
journalism (Mathe, 2020). It encourages a more critical examination of how media pieces 
engage with Islamic principles, urging for a deeper and more authentic representation that 
goes beyond surface-level symbolism. The findings highlight the potential for improvement in 
the way Islamic perspectives are communicated in media content, pointing towards a pathway 
for fostering a more nuanced and accurate portrayal of Islamic values within the realm of 
values-based journalism. Which is needed because it can help promote better understanding 
and reduce stereotypes and misconceptions. By incorporating a more balanced representation 
of Islamic perspectives, media outlets can contribute to a more inclusive and informed public 
discourse. This, in turn, can facilitate dialogue and bridge cultural gaps, fostering a more 
harmonious and accepting society. It is crucial for values-based journalism to prioritize 
accuracy, fairness, and sensitivity when reporting on Islamic values and beliefs, ensuring that 
the portrayal is comprehensive and respectful. By doing so, media can play a significant role 
in promoting intercultural understanding and fostering a more inclusive society. 
 
Ethical Considerations in Media Content 
 

https://quranenc.com/id/browse/english_saheeh/33
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Ethical considerations in media content are a central theme. Journalists and media 
organizations strive to adhere to Islamic ethical principles, with a focus on adab (moral 
conduct), truthfulness, and a commitment to avoiding harm. However, challenges arise when 
navigating the complex interplay between Islamic values and Western journalistic norms. The 
tension between the two often leads to ethical dilemmas, requiring careful negotiation to 
maintain journalistic integrity while respecting Islamic principles. The exploration of ethical 
considerations in media content within the realm of communicating Islamic perspectives 
reveals a conscientious effort by journalists and media organizations to align with Islamic 
ethical principles. Central to these principles is the concept of adab, emphasizing moral 
conduct and respect, which forms a foundational element in journalistic practices. 
Truthfulness, a core Islamic ethical value, is upheld as journalists navigate the values-based 
journalism framework, aiming to present accurate and honest information in accordance with 
Islamic teachings. Additionally, a commitment to avoiding harm, a fundamental principle in 
Islamic ethics, guides journalists in their responsibility to minimize negative consequences and 
uphold ethical standards in media communication. 
 

Alif, Lām, Rā. [This is] a Book whose verses are perfected and 
then presented in detail from [one who is] Wise and Aware (QS. 
Hūd/11:1) 

 
The Al-Qur'ān is a book whose verses and meanings are arranged precisely and the words 
are arranged well. Therefore, you do not see any loopholes or deficiencies in it. The meticulous 
arrangement of verses and meanings in the Al-Qur'ān, devoid of any loopholes or deficiencies, 
aligns with the principles of theology journalism. In theological discourse, this precision in 
arrangement signifies the sacred nature of the text and the commitment to preserving its 
integrity. When incorporated into journalism, this perspective emphasizes the importance of 
accurately conveying the nuanced meanings of the Al-Qur'ān, adhering to the principles of 
ethical reporting and ensuring that the sacred text is represented with utmost respect and 
accuracy in media narratives. The recognition of the Al-Qur'ān's meticulous organization 
underscores the need for journalists to approach the coverage of Islamic perspectives with a 
similar level of precision and diligence, upholding the values embedded in both theology and 
journalism. 
 
However, the study brings to light the complex interplay between Islamic values and Western 
journalistic norms, posing significant challenges. The tension between journalistic objectivity, 
a cornerstone of Western journalism, and the advocacy inherent in communicating Islamic 
perspectives creates ethical dilemmas.  One example of an ethical dilemma in journalism 
when portraying Islamic values is the challenge of balancing freedom of expression with 
avoiding harmful stereotypes.  Striking this balance is essential to uphold journalistic integrity 
and prevent the spread of misinformation or prejudice. Moreover, the challenges extend to 
issues of cultural sensitivity and the potential perpetuation of stereotypes. Journalists grapple 
with presenting nuanced portrayals of Islamic perspectives while avoiding reductionist 
narratives that may reinforce stereotypes. This necessitates heightened cultural awareness 
and a commitment to respectful representation. Recommendations arising from these 
challenges include fostering cross-cultural understanding, encouraging open dialogue, and 
developing explicit ethical guidelines that acknowledge the complexities of navigating Islamic 
values within Western journalistic norms. In essence, the study illuminates the dynamic nature 
of ethical negotiation, emphasizing the ongoing evolution of values-based journalism in the 
context of communicating Islamic perspectives while upholding ethical principles. 
 
Decision-Making Processes 
 
The exploration of decision-making processes in the communication of Islamic perspectives 
within journalism reveals a profound intersection with theological considerations. Participants 
in interviews underscore the significance of contextual understanding, cultural sensitivity, and 
the commitment to presenting a balanced narrative. These principles align closely with 
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theological values, emphasizing the importance of moral conduct, respect, and a holistic 
understanding of diverse cultures within the Islamic framework. Central to the ethical 
considerations explored in this study is the concept of adab from Islamic teachings, which 
emphasizes moral conduct and respect. This foundational element becomes instrumental in 
guiding journalists and media organizations as they navigate the complexities of 
communicating Islamic perspectives. The study highlights the adherence to truthfulness, a 
core Islamic ethical value, as journalists operate within a values-based journalism framework, 
aiming to present information in accordance with Islamic teachings while upholding the 
principles of accuracy and honesty. 
 

And do not give the weak-minded your property, which Allāh has 
made a means of sustenance for you, but provide for them with it 
and clothe them and speak to them words of appropriate kindness. 
(QS. An-Nisā’/4:5) 

 
However, the study also unveils the intricate interplay between Islamic values and Western 
journalistic norms, leading to significant ethical challenges. The tension between journalistic 
objectivity, inherent in Western journalism, and the advocacy inherent in communicating 
Islamic perspectives creates ethical dilemmas. This tension necessitates a careful negotiation 
and prompts considerations about the compatibility of these contrasting approaches, 
emphasizing the need for a more inclusive ethical framework that accommodates diverse 
cultural and religious perspectives. Moreover, the challenges extend to issues of cultural 
sensitivity and the potential perpetuation of stereotypes, reflecting the nuanced ethical 
landscape journalists face. The study emphasizes the importance of heightened cultural 
awareness and a commitment to respectful representation, aligning with the theological 
principles of understanding and empathy. 
 
Recommendations arising from these challenges underscore the importance of fostering 
cross-cultural understanding, encouraging open dialogue, and developing explicit ethical 
guidelines that acknowledge the complexities of navigating Islamic values within Western 
journalistic norms. This resonates with the theological imperative to promote understanding, 
compassion, and ethical conduct. In essence, the study illuminates the dynamic nature of 
ethical negotiation in journalism, emphasizing the ongoing evolution of values-based 
journalism in the context of communicating Islamic perspectives while upholding ethical 
principles rooted in both journalistic norms and Islamic teachings. This intersection 
underscores the continual effort to harmonize diverse perspectives within a framework of 
respect, understanding, and ethical responsibility. 
 
Ethical Challenges Faced 
 
Ethical challenges faced by participants include the potential for misrepresentation due to 
cultural unfamiliarity, the pressure to conform to dominant narratives, and the delicate balance 
between journalistic freedom and adherence to Islamic ethical values. These challenges 
underscore the complexity of navigating ethical considerations in a multicultural and diverse 
media landscape (Rios-Rodríguez et al., 2022). The study uncovers a range of ethical 
challenges faced by participants engaged in the communication of Islamic perspectives within 
values-based journalism. One significant challenge revolves around the potential for 
misrepresentation stemming from cultural unfamiliarity. Journalists, often working within 
diverse multicultural contexts, may encounter difficulties in accurately portraying Islamic 
values due to a lack of in-depth understanding of the cultural nuances and intricacies inherent 
in the religion. The risk of unintentional misrepresentation underscores the critical need for 
cultural competence and sensitivity in journalistic practices (Mellado & Hermida, 2022). 
 

Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed by 
injury. And Allāh is Free of need and Forbearing. (QS. Al- 
Baqarah/2:263) 
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The theological underpinnings of compassion, forgiveness, and virtuous conduct emphasized 
in this guidance become crucial benchmarks for navigating the ethical landscape. However, 
as applied to the field of Islamic journalism, this directive illuminates challenges encountered 
by journalists and media professionals. While the Quranic directive encourages kind speech 
and forgiveness, the practical implementation of these principles in journalistic endeavors 
presents inherent challenges. Journalists often grapple with the delicate balance between 
presenting a balanced narrative, adhering to ethical communication practices, and avoiding 
injurious rhetoric. The ethical challenge arises when Western-centric journalistic norms clash 
with the Islamic ethical considerations embedded in the Quranic guidance. The tension 
between journalistic objectivity and the advocacy inherent in communicating Islamic 
perspectives introduces complexities, prompting a reevaluation of existing ethical frameworks. 
 
Moreover, the call for kind speech and forgiveness in journalism underscores the potential 
ethical dilemmas faced in narrative construction. Journalists are tasked with avoiding harm 
and fostering understanding, yet they encounter challenges in presenting nuanced portrayals 
of Islamic perspectives while navigating the risk of perpetuating stereotypes. The ethical 
responsibility to exercise kindness and forgiveness extends to the careful selection of words, 
avoiding language that may contribute to misrepresentation or negative consequences. 
 
In the convergence of theology and Islamic journalism, the shared values of ethical conduct, 
compassion, and responsibility underscore the challenges journalists encounter in embodying 
these principles in their reporting. The ethical considerations inherent in the Quranic verse 
become a guiding principle that journalists must navigate, emphasizing the ongoing 
negotiation between theological virtues and journalistic norms. This intersection prompts 
reflections on the compatibility of contrasting approaches and calls for the development of 
more inclusive ethical frameworks capable of accommodating diverse cultural and religious 
perspectives within the field of Islamic journalism. In essence, the ethical challenges faced in 
Islamic journalism manifest in the conscientious effort to uphold the virtues outlined in the 
Quranic guidance while navigating the complexities of media practices and journalistic 
responsibilities. 
 
Another noteworthy challenge involves the pressure to conform to dominant narratives 
prevalent in the media landscape (Majstorović et al., 2022). Journalists, striving to disseminate 
information to wide-ranging audiences, may find themselves grappling with the expectations 
imposed by prevailing narratives that may not align with the nuanced nature of Islamic 
perspectives. This pressure to conform raises ethical concerns as it may compromise the 
integrity of the representation of Islamic values, emphasizing the need for journalists to resist 
external pressures and maintain an unbiased and authentic portrayal. 
 
Moreover, participants navigate the delicate balance between journalistic freedom and 
adherence to Islamic ethical values. The inherent tension between these two aspects of media 
work presents a multifaceted challenge. Journalistic freedom, a cornerstone of Western 
journalistic norms, must coexist with the commitment to ethical principles rooted in Islamic 
teachings (Jones & van den Heever, 2022). Negotiating this balance requires careful 
consideration of the potential impact of narratives on diverse audiences while preserving the 
essence of journalistic integrity. The ethical challenges faced underscore the complexity of 
navigating diverse ethical considerations in a multicultural and varied media landscape. In 
conclusion, the study sheds light on the intricate ethical challenges encountered by 
participants engaged in the communication of Islamic perspectives (Thomaskutty, 2022). The 
potential for misrepresentation due to cultural unfamiliarity, the pressure to conform to 
dominant narratives, and the delicate balance between journalistic freedom and adherence to 
Islamic ethical values reflect the multifaceted nature of ethical decision-making in the dynamic 
and diverse field of values-based journalism. Addressing these challenges calls for a nuanced 
approach that integrates cultural understanding, upholds journalistic integrity, and navigates 
the complexities of ethical considerations within a multicultural media environment. 
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Organizational Ethical Frameworks 
 
Documentary analysis of organizational documents, including codes of conduct and editorial 
policies, reveals the presence of explicit ethical frameworks within Islamic media 
organizations. These frameworks prioritize the integration of Islamic values into journalistic 
practices, providing guidance for journalists to navigate ethical challenges while 
communicating Islamic perspectives. The documentary analysis of organizational documents, 
encompassing codes of conduct and editorial policies within Islamic media organizations, 
unveils a compelling commitment to explicit ethical frameworks. These frameworks are 
meticulously designed to prioritize the seamless integration of Islamic values into the fabric of 
journalistic practices. By delving into these organizational documents, it becomes evident that 
Islamic media entities have conscientiously outlined guidelines that go beyond standard 
journalistic norms, emphasizing the unique ethical considerations rooted in Islamic teachings. 
These explicit ethical frameworks play a pivotal role in providing a structured foundation for 
journalists within Islamic media organizations. They serve as guiding principles, offering clarity 
on the ethical standards expected in the communication of Islamic perspectives. Emphasizing 
values such as truthfulness, fairness, and cultural sensitivity, these frameworks contribute to 
a comprehensive understanding of the nuanced nature of ethical considerations within the 
Islamic media landscape. 
 
Crucially, the presence of these explicit ethical guidelines demonstrates a proactive approach 
to addressing the ethical challenges inherent in communicating Islamic perspectives. 
Journalists are equipped with a roadmap that not only upholds journalistic standards but also 
reflects a commitment to the ethical principles rooted in Islamic teachings. This proactive 
stance aligns with the broader goals of fostering responsible and ethical journalism, 
contributing to the development of a distinct ethical framework tailored to the specific needs 
and values of Islamic media organizations.  
 
In essence, the documentary analysis underscores the importance of explicit ethical 
frameworks within Islamic media organizations, illustrating how these frameworks play a 
fundamental role in guiding journalists to navigate complex ethical challenges while ensuring 
a responsible and culturally sensitive representation of Islamic perspectives. The integration 
of Islamic values into organizational ethical guidelines reflects a commitment to upholding 
ethical standards that are not only consistent with journalistic norms but also deeply rooted in 
the principles of Islamic ethics. 
 
Discussion 
 
Balancing Western Journalistic Norms and Islamic Ethical Principles 
 
The delineation of the ongoing tension between Western journalistic norms and Islamic ethical 
principles within the findings resonates profoundly with theological considerations. The 
participants, likely journalists or media professionals, grapple with the challenge of 
harmonizing the commitment to Western journalistic tenets, notably objectivity and impartiality, 
with the imperative to avoid misrepresentation and uphold Islamic values. 
 
The central challenge highlighted in the text reflects a theological dimension as it revolves 
around the necessity to strike a delicate balance between two distinct frameworks – Western 
journalistic norms and Islamic ethical principles. This challenge implies an acknowledgment 
of the cultural and ethical nuances embedded in both systems. From a theological perspective, 
the need to navigate this tension underscores the participants' commitment to upholding not 
only journalistic integrity but also aligning their practices with the ethical precepts rooted in 
Islamic theology. 
 
The struggle faced by journalists and media professionals in reconciling these sometimes 
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divergent approaches, is not merely a professional dilemma; it reflects a theological 
conscientiousness.  For example, it may be reflected in the careful selection of language and 
terminology used when discussing religious topics to avoid bias or misrepresentation. 
Journalists with theological conscientiousness may also seek input and perspectives from 
religious experts or scholars to ensure accurate and respectful coverage of religious issues. 
Additionally, they may prioritize highlighting the diversity within a religious community, 
showcasing a range of beliefs and practices rather than relying on stereotypes or 
generalizations. Overall, theological conscientiousness in journalism involves a thoughtful and 
respectful approach towards religious topics, promoting understanding and fostering dialogue. 
The participants, by expressing dedication to Western journalistic norms and simultaneously 
navigating the complexities introduced by Islamic ethical principles, engage in a nuanced 
theological discourse. The emphasis on a thoughtful and respectful consideration of the values 
inherent in both frameworks aligns with theological principles of ethical discernment and 
cultural sensitivity. 
 
In essence, the text illuminates a theological dimension within the realm of journalism – a 
conscientious effort by practitioners to navigate the tension between Western journalistic 
norms and Islamic ethical principles. This engagement underscores the participants' 
dedication to a nuanced and culturally sensitive approach, emphasizing the ongoing struggle 
to find a middle ground that respects both cultural contexts. In theological terms, this struggle 
embodies a commitment to ethical discernment and the harmonization of principles to foster 
a more comprehensive understanding and respectful representation of Islamic perspectives 
within the media landscape. 
 
Cultural Sensitivity and Contextual Understanding 
 
The emphasized commitment to contextual understanding and cultural sensitivity within the 
realm of journalism, particularly when addressing Islamic perspectives, establishes a vital 
connection with theological considerations. This alignment is underscored by the participants' 
recognition of the imperative to develop a deeper understanding not only of the cultural 
intricacies but also of Islamic theology itself. The multifaceted approach advocated by 
participants, possibly comprising journalists or media professionals, reflects a conscientious 
effort to transcend superficial comprehension and engage with the theological nuances 
inherent in Islam. 
 
The participants' acknowledgment of the pivotal role of contextual understanding underscores 
a comprehensive grasp of Islamic theology and the diverse cultures prevalent in the Muslim 
world. This recognition is grounded in the theological understanding that accurate 
representation necessitates an exploration of the deeper cultural and religious dimensions 
(Chari, 2020). By delving into the cultural manifestations within the Muslim world and 
acknowledging the spectrum of beliefs, practices, and traditions, journalists align themselves 
with a theological ethos that promotes a nuanced and accurate portrayal. 
 
Cultural sensitivity, as explicated in this context, aligns with theological principles by 
recognizing the inherent value and diversity of distinct cultures (Suárez Villegas, 2015). The 
acute awareness advocated by participants reflects a theological understanding that respects 
the idiosyncratic values, traditions, and perspectives embedded in different cultural contexts. 
In the specific context of Islamic perspectives, the commitment to cultural sensitivity becomes 
intertwined with theological respect for the diversity of beliefs within the Muslim world. 
Simultaneously, the call for contextual understanding resonates with theological principles by 
emphasizing the importance of delving into the historical, social, and political matrices that 
shape narratives. In the case of Islamic perspectives, this aligns with a theological perspective 
that values an accurate and nuanced understanding of the historical context underpinning 
specific beliefs and practices. The nuanced exploration of regional variations and 
acknowledgment of geopolitical dynamics affecting the portrayal of Islam in the media align 
with a theological ethos that values contextual understanding for a more accurate 
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representation. 
 
In summary, the elucidation underscores an unwavering commitment to cultural sensitivity and 
contextual understanding, portraying these as essential prerequisites for journalists aspiring 
to authentically represent Islamic perspectives. This commitment resonates with theological 
principles by acknowledging the significance of a nuanced and respectful portrayal, steering 
clear of stereotypes, and fostering a profound comprehension of the multifaceted diversity 
intrinsic to Islamic cultures and beliefs. This alignment with theological principles further 
underscores the overarching ethical imperatives of journalism, emphasizing accuracy, equity, 
and an unwavering dedication to truth. 
 
Role of Organizational Ethical Frameworks 
 
The presence of explicit ethical frameworks within Islamic media organizations indicates a 
proactive approach to integrating Islamic values into journalistic practices. These frameworks 
serve as guiding principles for journalists, offering a foundation for ethical decision-making and 
reinforcing the organization's commitment to responsible journalism aligned with Islamic 
teachings (Mathewson, 2021). The integration of explicit ethical frameworks within Islamic 
media organizations holds profound implications when viewed through the lens of theology 
(Feng, 2022). The presence of these frameworks reflects a conscientious effort to align 
journalistic practices with the ethical principles rooted in Islamic theology. By establishing a 
structured foundation for ethical decision-making, these frameworks serve as a tangible 
expression of the organization's commitment to weaving Islamic values into the fabric of its 
media endeavors. 
 
From a theological perspective, this proactive approach signifies a recognition of the ethical 
imperatives embedded in Islamic teachings. The ethical frameworks become a practical 
manifestation of the Quranic injunctions and prophetic traditions that guide the conduct of 
believers, extending their influence into the realm of media ethics (Ruiz et al., 2021). The 
explicit acknowledgment and incorporation of Islamic values within the organizational ethical 
frameworks underscore a theological commitment to ethical journalism that resonates with the 
principles enshrined in Islamic theology. 
 
Furthermore, the frameworks serve as a bridge between theology and media ethics, providing 
journalists with a principled roadmap that navigates the nuanced terrain of journalistic 
dilemmas while adhering to Islamic ethical principles (Harcup, 2020). In this way, the 
organizational ethical frameworks become a conduit through which theology permeates the 
practical aspects of journalistic decision-making, contributing to a harmonious integration of 
religious principles into the media landscape. 
 
In an academic exploration, this intersection of theology and media ethics within the context 
of organizational ethical frameworks presents a compelling avenue for research (Network, 
2015). Scholars may delve into the theological underpinnings that inform the creation of these 
frameworks, exploring the explicit connections between Islamic teachings and the articulated 
principles (Dörr & Hollnbuchner, 2017). Moreover, the impact of these frameworks on the 
portrayal of Islamic perspectives in media narratives could be analyzed, providing valuable 
insights into how theological considerations shape journalistic practices within Islamic media 
organizations. 
 
In summary, the incorporation of ethical frameworks within Islamic media organizations, when 
examined through a theological lens, unveils a conscientious effort to infuse journalistic 
practices with Islamic values. This intersection of theology and media ethics not only reflects 
a commitment to ethical journalism but also provides a tangible link between Islamic teachings 
and the practical decisions made in the realm of media (Parks, 2020). It offers a rich terrain 
for scholarly investigation, inviting nuanced inquiries into the theological foundations and 
implications of these ethical frameworks. 
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The results and discussion highlight the intricate dynamics of communicating Islamic 
perspectives within values-based journalism, emphasizing the importance of balancing 
Western journalistic norms with Islamic ethical principles. The findings provide valuable 
insights for journalists, media organizations, and scholars, offering a foundation for continued 
dialogue and research in the pursuit of more ethical and informed communication of Islamic 
perspectives in the media landscape. 

 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, this research underscores the paramount importance of intertwining theology and 
ethics within the framework of values-based journalism, particularly when communicating Islamic 
perspectives. The contemporary media landscape, being a pivotal force in shaping public 
discourse, necessitates a meticulous examination of how Islamic values are conveyed through 
the ethical lens of journalism. Employing a qualitative research approach, the study focuses on 
content analysis of various journalistic forms with an Islamic focus, aiming to assess their 
adherence to established theological principles and ethical guidelines. The research not only 
delves into the examination of journalistic pieces but also aspires to identify challenges faced by 
journalists and media organizations in incorporating Islamic values into their narratives. By doing 
so, it seeks to uncover potential strategies and best practices for overcoming these challenges, 
thereby fostering a more nuanced and ethical communication of Islamic perspectives. Through 
this, the study aims to contribute significantly to the ongoing discourse on the symbiotic 
relationship between theology and ethics in journalism. 
 
Ultimately, the findings of this research aspire to enhance the portrayal of Islamic perspectives 
in the media, promoting dialogue and understanding in our increasingly diverse and 
interconnected global society. By providing insights into effective communication strategies while 
upholding ethical standards, the study aims to empower media professionals to play a 
responsible role in shaping societal norms and fostering a more informed and respectful 
portrayal of Islamic values. 
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