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Abstract

This study explores the theological and exegetical analysis of 1 Corinthians 3:9, focusing on
the concept of the church as a "co-worker" (ouvepyoi) with God in His divine mission. The
verse underscores the active role of the church in participating with God in the work of building
His Kingdom on Earth. Through exegetical examination, the study highlights the significance
of the terms ouvepyoi (co-worker), aypocg (field), and oikodour; (building), offering a deeper
understanding of the church's responsibility in God’s redemptive plan. Additionally, the
research investigates the practical implications of this theological concept for contemporary
church ministry, emphasizing the importance of collaboration within the body of Christ. The
church, as a ouvepyoi, is not merely a passive recipient of God’s blessings but is actively
engaged in spreading the gospel, serving the community, and growing spiritually. The study
also discusses how this understanding can inform the church's vision for ministry in the
modern world, highlighting its role in both spiritual formation and social transformation.
Ultimately, the research advocates for a more participatory and mission-oriented vision of the
church, one that reflects the collaborative nature of its relationship with God in fulfilling His
purpose on Earth.

Keywords: divine partner; 1 Corinthians 3:9; church ministry; biblical exegesis.

Introduction

The church is an important institution in the life of the Christian faith, where every member is
called to play a role in God's ministry. One of the prominent concepts in church theology is the
role of the church as God's partner in carrying out His mission in the world. 1 Corinthians 3:9
provides a clear picture of the relationship between the church and God, stating that humans
are "God's partners" who work together with God to build His kingdom on earth. In this context,
it is important to understand the theological implications of the church's role as God's partner
in ministry and mission. This understanding will enrich the church's vision of ministry in a way
that is relevant to the challenges of today (Fee, 1987, p. 152).
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The illustration shows a church actively engaging with the community, not only through
spiritual activities but also by addressing social needs. It depicts church members, led by the
pastor, interacting with and assisting people in need, emphasizing the church's role as a
"Divine Partner" in ministry. The vibrant scene symbolizes the church's active involvement in
both spiritual formation and social transformation, embodying the concept of collaboration
between God and His people in real-world settings. The concept of "Divine Partner" in church
ministry emphasizes the importance of cooperation between God and His people in carrying
out important tasks, such as preaching the gospel and caring for the congregation. In this
regard, the church as the "body of Christ" plays an active role in various social activities, such
as serving the poor, empowering communities, and strengthening family life (Averbeck, 2008;
Garland, 2003, p. 97; Jayadi et al., 2024, p. 2-13; Widjaja, 2025, p. 34-42). Therefore, church
ministry cannot be separated from the direct involvement of church members in various
aspects of social life.

In an effort to realize church ministry that is in accordance with God's calling, it is important to
conduct an exegetical analysis of 1 Corinthians 3:9. This verse reveals the role of humans as
partners in God's greater work, which is not only spiritual but also practical. Thus, the church
is called to be "God's fellow workers" in all forms of ministry carried out in this world. An
exegetical review of this text will provide a deeper understanding of how the church can utilize
the concept of "Divine Partner” to build a more relevant vision of ministry (Hays, 1997, p. 201,
Aitkobo & Sonata, 2025, p. 102-118).

A theological understanding of the church as God's partner not only deepens the faith of its
members but also motivates them to actively participate in fulfilling the church's vision at both
local and global levels. This understanding fosters a sense of shared responsibility among
church members, recognizing that their involvement is essential in God’s ongoing work of
building His kingdom. The church, as God’s partner, is called not only to serve the needs of
its local congregation but also to extend its reach to the wider world, spreading the message
of the Gospel to all nations. This global mission is rooted in the belief that the church is an
integral part of God's redemptive plan for humanity, and it is tasked with bringing His kingdom
to both the physical world and the eternal realm. By actively participating in this mission, the
church fulfills its divine calling, demonstrating that its responsibility extends far beyond its
immediate surroundings. This responsibility includes addressing both spiritual and practical
needs, whether through evangelism, humanitarian aid, or social justice initiatives (Dunn, 1993,
p. 220; Kim, 2010; Woran et al., 2023, p. 32-15). As the church embraces this dual mission, it
becomes a powerful force for transformation, fostering an awareness among its members that
they are not just passive recipients of God’s grace but active participants in His global mission.
By collaborating with God in this way, the church contributes to the fulfillment of His kingdom
on earth and in eternity, living out the purpose for which it was created (Schreiner, 2010; Akibu,
2024, p. 133-145).

In the context of the contemporary church, implementing a vision of ministry based on an
understanding of "Divine Partnership" is highly relevant. The church faces various challenges,
both within and outside its community, which require a deep understanding of its role and
responsibilities (Silalahi & Selfina, 2020; Edowai, 2024). For example, within the church, there
is the challenge of maintaining unity and fostering spiritual growth among a diverse
congregation with varying needs and beliefs. This can lead to divisions and conflicts if not
addressed, making it crucial for the church to cultivate an environment of love, respect, and
mutual understanding. Externally, the church faces societal challenges, such as combating
poverty, injustice, and addressing the spiritual apathy that is prevalent in many communities.
With rising secularism and shifting cultural values, the church must find effective ways to
remain relevant while staying true to its core mission. Therefore, the church needs to have a
clear vision of how to be an effective partner with God in His ministry and mission. This vision
should guide the church in addressing these internal and external challenges, ensuring that
its strategies and programs not only empower the congregation but also serve the wider
community. By doing so, the church can fulfill its divine calling and effectively collaborate with
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God in building His kingdom on earth (Schreiner, 2010, p. 134; Tarore et al., 2023, p. 130-
138; Lekatompessy & Sopacua, 2024, p. 22-39).

Research Methods

This study uses a qualitative method with an exegetical approach to analyze 1 Corinthians
3:9, aiming to reveal the deeper meaning of the text in the context of church ministry. The
exegetical approach is carried out by considering the historical, social, and linguistic contexts
of the verse to interpret the message contained within it. The primary sources used in this
study are the Bible, theological commentaries, and relevant scholarly articles. The analysis
process is carried out in stages by referring to expert interpretations to gain a better
understanding of the concept of "Divine Partner" in church ministry (Moe, 2017; Fee, 1987, p.
164; Gorman, 2025; Starling, 2025; Akibu, 2024, p. 133-145). The results of this exegetical
analysis will provide deep insights for formulating a vision for contemporary church ministry
that is in line with biblical principles.

In addition, this study also incorporates a theological approach to strengthen the results of
exegesis and provide a broader perspective on the role of the church in God's mission. The
literature used includes books on church theology, journal articles, and references related to
church ministry relevant to the theme of "Divine Partner." These sources support an
understanding of how the church, as God's partner, carries out His calling in the world. This
approach aims to connect theological theories with contemporary church ministry practices
and to provide a strong foundation for the application of the concept of "Divine Partner" in
church ministry (Schreiner, 2010, p. 118). Thus, this research method integrates textual
analysis and theological reflection to achieve a more comprehensive understanding of the
topic under investigation.

God's Partners: Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 3:9

In 1 Corinthians 3:9, Paul uses three main concepts to describe the role of the church as God's
partner: ouvepyoi (co-workers), aypog (field), and oikodourj (building). The verse begins with
the use of the word ouvepyoi, which means "partner” or "co-worker." In the syntactic context
of Greek, this word functions as a nominative predicate, identifying the church as an integral
part of God's work (Marshall, 1994; Green & McDonald, 2008; Fee, 1987, p. 164). The word
ouvepyoi in this text indicates a close relationship between God and His people, in which the
church not only works for God, but with Him in His divine mission. In Greek literature, ouvepyoi
denotes an active role involving cooperation between two parties, which is deeper than simply
working toward a common goal (Johnson, 1995; Dunn, 1993, p. 227). This concept reminds
us of Paul's other teachings that emphasize the importance of cooperation between God and
His people in carrying out His mission in the world (Bauckham, 2008, p. 99).

In Greek syntax, the sentence "AAAG Be¢ol yap éopev ouvepyoi" emphasizes the active
participation of the church in God's work, with yap (because) introducing the reason why the
church is a partner. The use of yap connects the theological claim that the church is God's
partner with the practical claim that the church plays an active role in building God's kingdom
(Johnson, 1995; Schreiner, 2010, p. 118). This sentence structure affirms that the church is
not passive in God's work, but is an active participant in bringing salvation and His mission to
the world. In syntactic analysis, this sentence emphasizes the crucial role of the church in
carrying out God's will, where the church not only receives blessings but also plays a role in
realizing God's plan on earth (Zuck, 1991; Garland, 2003, p. 101). Therefore, the church is
called to realize that every act of service it performs should be part of God's great work
(Goheen, 2014, p. 125).

Furthermore, the phrase "0¢o0 aypov éo1e" (you are God's field) describes the church as a
fertile place for spiritual growth. In Greek syntax, dypo¢ functions as a subject complement to
£oté (you are), explaining the identity of the church as a field prepared to produce spiritual fruit
(Marshall, 1994; Hays, 1997, p. 206). The word daypoc¢ in this context has a strong symbolic
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meaning, indicating that the church is the place where the Word of God is sown and produces
spiritual fruit (Fee, 1987, p. 171). This reminds us of Jesus' parable about the seed falling on
fertile soil, which describes the growth of faith in hearts ready to receive the Word of God
(Luke 8:15). In syntax, this phrase describes the church as a field prepared to receive God's
teachings, which then produce spiritual fruit that blesses the world (Thielman, 2010, p. 92).

The concept of oikodour (building) in Greek syntax serves as further information about the
church. The phrase "6¢00 oikodopr ¢é01e" emphasizes that the church is not only a place of
spiritual growth, but also a structure built for divine purposes (Garland, 2003, p. 102). The
word oikodoun literally refers to the process of building or constructing, which in this context
indicates that the church was built by God to be His dwelling place on earth (Dunn, 1993, p.
229). The use of oikodoun is very strong theologically, as it shows that the church is a place
prepared by God to fulfill His plan of salvation. In syntactic analysis, this word describes that
every part of the body of Christ has a role in building the church, which is likened to a solid
building (Zuck, 1991; Schreiner, 2010, p. 122). The church is not merely seen as a collection
of individuals but as a structure working together to build God’s kingdom in this world (Pitre,
2016, p. 74).

In a syntactic context, the use of the word oikodour describes the church as part of God's
grand plan, in which every part of Christ's body functions to build and strengthen His body in
this world. This syntax shows that the church has a responsibility to build faith and expand
God's kingdom through service and mission (Fee, 1987, p. 174). The concept of oikodoun
illustrates the importance of structure in the church, which is built firmly by Christ as the
cornerstone, and each member of the church serves to strengthen this building. Paul's
teaching in 1 Corinthians 12 teaches that everyone has a role in the body of Christ, contributing
to building the church as a place of service to God (Schreiner, 2010, p. 119). Thus, the church
functions as an instrument used by God to build His kingdom on earth and fulfill His divine
purpose (Liubinskas, 2013, p. 412).

Further syntactic analysis shows that the simultaneous use of the words ouvepyoi and
oikodoun in 1 Corinthians 3:9 provides a very clear picture of the role of the church in God's
mission. The word guvepyoi indicates that the church works together with God, while oikodoun
emphasizes that the church is built for a divine purpose (Garland, 2003, p. 101). In Greek
syntax, these two words show a close connection between the church and God's work. This
shows that the church has a great responsibility in carrying out God's mission in this world and
must always actively participate in the building of His kingdom (Schreiner, 2010, p. 122).
Therefore, the church is called to work together with God in all aspects of ministry, both
individually and collectively (Ferguson, 2001, p. 56).

This understanding is further strengthened by a syntactic analysis of the use of 8¢00 in this
verse. The word B¢od, meaning "God," is used twice in 1 Corinthians 3:9 to indicate that both
the church as guvepyoi and the church as dypd¢ and oikodour belong to God. In the sentence
structure, 8ol serves to emphasize that everything the church does is part of God's will and
purpose (Schreiner, 2010, p. 122). Syntactically, the use of 6e0i emphasizes that the church
does not act independently, but always in cooperation with God who gives direction and power
to carry out His mission. This shows that every step of the church's ministry must be in line
with God's will, which is the source of strength and direction in His work (Goheen, 2014, p.
211).

Maintaining unity and diversity within the church can be a challenging yet essential task. While
it may seem straightforward in theory, it is complex in practice due to the wide range of
personal, cultural, and theological differences that exist within a congregation. Unity in the
church means ensuring that members remain aligned with the central mission of spreading
the gospel and serving others, despite these differences. Achieving this requires ongoing
efforts to promote open communication, mutual respect, and shared values. On the other
hand, diversity within the church is vital for fostering a rich, dynamic community where different
perspectives, gifts, and backgrounds can contribute to the overall mission. However,


http://www.pharosjot.com/

@ @ @ Pharos Journal of Theology ISSN 2414-3324 online Volume 106 (5) Regular Issue (2025)
e Copyright: ©2025 Open Access/Author/s - Online @ http//: www.pharosjot.com

balancing unity and diversity requires the church to create an environment where these
differences are celebrated rather than causing division. It demands that members learn to
work together toward common goals while respecting each other's unique contributions. As
the church embraces both unity and diversity, it reflects the body of Christ as described in 1
Corinthians 3:9, where each member has a distinct role to play in building God's kingdom, yet
all work collectively towards the same divine purpose (Garland, 2003, p. 104; Kim, 2010, p.
45; Putrawan, 2024, p. 42-54; Raharjo et al., 2023, p. 1-12; Lekatompessy & Sopacua, 2024,
p. 22-38). This process of balancing both aspects is an ongoing effort, requiring church
leadership and members to intentionally foster harmony while valuing the unique gifts that
each individual brings to the ministry (Widjaja, 2024, p. 78-95; Zebua, 2024, p. 1115-128).

This understanding is also in line with Jesus' teaching in the parable of the workers in the
vineyard, which emphasizes that every worker in God's vineyard has an important part in His
work (Fee, 1987, p. 168). In Greek syntax, the word guvepyoi points to the understanding that
there is no difference in roles between individuals in God's work. This reminds the church to
maintain unity and diversity in ministry, where each member contributes according to the gifts
God has given them (Schreiner, 2010, p. 123).

From a syntactic perspective, 1 Corinthians 3:9 describes the church as the place where God's
work is manifested in a tangible way. The use of the word oikodour} shows that the church is
not just a place to gather, but also a structure that continues to develop, built by each member
through their service. In this syntactic analysis, we see that the church has a very important
function in introducing and expanding God's kingdom in this world. Therefore, the church must
realize that they are ouvepyoi who work together with God to spread His goodness to the world
(Hays, 1997, p. 206).

In conclusion, the syntactic analysis of 1 Corinthians 3:9 shows that the church has a very
important role in the divine mission. Through the use of the words cuvepyoi, dypog, and
oikodoun, Paul teaches that the church not only receives blessings from God, but is also called
to work together with God in building His kingdom. This syntax shows that the church must
have a broader vision of its role in the world, not only as a place of worship, but also as an
active agent in spreading the gospel and serving others (Fee, 1987, p. 173).

The issue of churches considering the recognition of gay and lesbian marriages presents a
complex challenge for the church’s active role in God’s work, especially in a rapidly changing
cultural landscape. While some churches hold steadfastly to traditional interpretations of
Scripture, viewing marriage as a covenant between one man and one woman (Genesis 2:24,
Matthew 19:4-6), they believe their role as God'’s partners is to uphold these biblical teachings
in a world where social norms are evolving. They argue that the church, as the body of Christ,
has the responsibility to reflect God’s design for human relationships and to be faithful to what
they believe is the divine purpose for marriage. In this view, their role in God’s work includes
preserving biblical truths as a foundation for healthy, God-honoring relationships (Schreiner,
2010).

On the other hand, there are churches that are reinterpreting Scripture through a more
inclusive lens, with an emphasis on God’s unconditional love and grace. These churches
argue that, as partners with God in His redemptive mission, they are called to extend
acceptance, love, and grace to all people, including those in same-sex relationships. They
believe that the active role of the church in God’s work involves creating a space where
everyone, regardless of their sexual orientation, can experience belonging and spiritual
growth. These churches view their mission as not just holding to traditional teachings, but also
being a community of love and justice, advocating for equality and inclusion in line with the
gospel’s call to embrace all people (Kim, 2010; Putrawan, 2024, p. 42-54; Aitkobo & Sonata,
2025, p. 102-138).

Navigating this divide requires churches to reflect deeply on their understanding of Scripture,
God’s intent for relationships, and how they engage with societal changes. The church’s role
as a "worker in God’s mission" becomes even more nuanced in this context, as the church
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must grapple with its mission to uphold biblical truth while also addressing the growing call for
inclusivity and justice within the broader society. For many, this issue represents a critical
moment in understanding how the church can remain faithful to its mission of spreading God’s
love and building His kingdom in a world that is increasingly diverse and open to reinterpreting
long-held traditions. It challenges the church to balance the call for holiness with the command
to love one’s neighbor, forcing a reckoning with how to be God’s partner in a changing world
while remaining grounded in the faith’s core teachings (Schreiner, 2010; Fatu et al., 2023;
Garland, 2003; Dwiraharjo, 2023, p. 1-12).

Theological Review of 1 Corinthians 3:9

1 Corinthians 3:9 provides a deep theological understanding of the church as God's partner in
His ministry. The word ouvepyoi (co-workers) indicates that Christians are called to work
together with God in His mission. This reflects a theology that focuses on the active
participation of the people in God's work of salvation, which is not merely receiving blessings,
but also being involved in divine work in the world. The church, as the body of Christ, has a
central role in building God's kingdom on earth, and each member of the church plays a part
in the larger unity (Garland, 2003, p. 101). This theology emphasizes that God's people are
partners in spreading the Word and expanding His kingdom, both in their personal and social
lives (Perkins, 1993; Schreiner, 2010, p. 122).

In this context, the church is seen as an aypog (field) that is ready to receive the seed of God's
Word and produce spiritual fruit. This leads to the understanding that the church as a field is
a place for God's work to grow and develop. The Word of God sown in the field of the church
will produce a multiplied harvest if it is received with faith and followed up in daily life (Hays,
1997, p. 206). For example, the church produces fruit from God's work by actively engaging
its members in spiritual practices, such as prayer, Bible study, and worship. These practices
nurture personal growth in faith, equipping individuals to live out the gospel in their
relationships and work. Additionally, when church members participate in acts of service,
charity, and evangelism, they become conduits for God’s love and grace, helping others
experience the transformative power of the gospel.

This theology reminds us that the church is not merely a place to gather, but also a place that
must be ready to receive and produce fruit from God's work. The church, as a field, must be
tended with care, ensuring that the Word of God is sown in the hearts of its members and that
they are equipped to spread that Word in their communities. Therefore, the church has a great
responsibility to nurture spiritual growth, both within individuals and within the church
community (Dunn, 1993, p. 229). By encouraging acts of compassion, social justice, and
community outreach, the church fulfills its role as God's partner, cultivating a harvest of
righteousness and transformed lives in the world.

The theology of the church as oikodour (building) shows that the church is not just a passive
place, but a structure built for divine purposes. In this sense, the church is understood as a
place dedicated to glorifying God, where each member has an important role in building and
strengthening the church as the body of Christ (Kdstenberger & Kruger, 2010; Fee, 1987, p.
174). This structure is built by God, with Christ as the cornerstone and each individual as part
of the building. Therefore, church theology teaches that the church is a living and growing
place in faith, service, and mission. The church as oikodour also reminds us that every part
of the body of Christ must function according to God's will to build His kingdom on earth
(Schreiner, 2010, p. 119).

Church theology as God's partner also emphasizes that the church's ministry must always
depend on God's power and wisdom. The church cannot carry out its mission without God's
help and power. In other words, although the church works with God in carrying out His
mission, this does not mean that the church acts in its own power, but must always depend
on God who gives direction and strength (Garland, 2003, p. 102). This theology is in line with
Paul's teaching in 2 Corinthians 12:9, where he emphasizes that God's power is made perfect
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in weakness. Therefore, the church must realize that without God's presence and power, all
efforts in ministry and mission will be in vain (Goheen, 2014, p. 88).

1 Corinthians 3:9 describes a theology of the church that is deeply integrated with God's plan.
The church as ouvepyoi and oikodour) shows that the church is called to work together with
God in building His kingdom in this world. This theology reveals that the church is not only
called to be a place of spiritual growth, but also to be an active agent in spreading the gospel
and serving society. As God’s partner, the church has a significant role in fulfilling His plan of
salvation in this world (Ladd, 1974; Kostenberger & Kruger, 2010; Schreiner, 2010, p. 124).
Therefore, a theological understanding of the church as God's partner should inspire every
member of the church to actively participate in building God's kingdom through faithful and
effective service (Wright, 2009, p. 132).

Implementation of the Concept of 'Divine Partner' in the Vision of Church Ministry
Today

The concept of "Divine Partners" expressed in 1 Corinthians 3:9 provides an important
theological foundation for the vision of the church's ministry today. The church as ocuvepyoi
(partners of God) is called to actively participate in God's mission in this world. Therefore, the
church must understand that ministry is not only about receiving blessings, but also about
working together with God to fulfill His will on earth (Averbeck, 2008; Schreiner, 2010, p. 124).
In this regard, every individual in the church has an indispensable role in building the body of
Christ and expanding His kingdom (Witherington 111, 1994; Dunn, 1993, p. 232). Therefore, the
implementation of the concept of "Divine Partner" in contemporary church ministry must
encourage every church member to participate in God's work with full responsi.

The vision of the church's ministry today must depict the church as aypog (God's field), a place
where spiritual growth and the spreading of God's Word take place. This field signifies the
importance of cultivating a rich spiritual life, where God's Word can be sown to bear fruit that
multiplies (Hays, 1997, p. 209). However, spiritual growth is not without its challenges, and
the journey often requires patience and endurance, especially during times of struggle and
doubt. In this sense, the church must be a place where everyone can grow in faith, yet also
where longsuffering and perseverance are essential, as members face hardships but are
encouraged to fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). The church should not only nurture
individual growth but also foster a supportive community that strengthens one another in their
walk with God. Its ministry should focus on evangelism and teaching that produce spiritual
fruit, helping individuals and the community deepen their relationship with God and spread His
goodness to others. By prioritizing both evangelism and spiritual nurture, the church equips its
members to be active participants in God's mission, even in the face of adversity, ensuring
that His Word continues to transform lives both inside and outside the church (Coyle, 2017;
Garland, 2003, p. 104; Sugiri, 2024, p. 48-59).

In addition, the church is also called to be a solid oikodour (building) in faith. This concept
reminds the church that their ministry is part of building God's kingdom on earth, which must
include a solid structure in spiritual life (Ladd, 1974; Fee, 1987, p. 177). The church as a
building reflects a greater divine purpose, in which each member of the church plays a role as
a cornerstone in that building. Therefore, the implementation of the church's vision must
emphasize the formation of character and a healthy spiritual life, grounded in love and unity
in the body of Christ (Schreiner, 2010, p. 122). This includes ministry focused on strengthening
faith, social service, and developing the church's capacity to be an effective instrument for
God.

In the context of contemporary church ministry, the vision of the church as God's partner
requires a broader understanding of the church's mission in the world. The church is not only
called to internal ministry, but also to participate in God's global mission to bring salvation to
all people (Witherington Ill, 1994; Goheen, 2014, p. 121). As God's partner, the church must
involve itself in various aspects of society, including education, social welfare, and advocacy


http://www.pharosjot.com/

@ @ @ Pharos Journal of Theology ISSN 2414-3324 online Volume 106 (5) Regular Issue (2025)
e Copyright: ©2025 Open Access/Author/s - Online @ http//: www.pharosjot.com

for justice. Thus, church ministry must respond to the needs of society while remaining faithful
to its divine calling to spread the Gospel and transform the world through the love of Christ
(Garland, 2003, p. 106). Therefore, the vision of contemporary church ministry must involve
active participation in social and economic development in accordance with the principles of
the Kingdom of God.

The vision of the church as God's partner must also include collaborative aspects in ministry.
The church as ouvepyoi shows that no individual works alone in God's ministry. Instead,
everyone must work together to realize the church's greater vision of ministry (Dunn, 1993, p.
234). One example of this collaboration can be seen in church partnerships with local charities.
A church might partner with organizations that address homelessness, food insecurity, or
poverty, combining resources to serve the community more effectively. By working together,
the church and these organizations can create more sustainable programs, reach more people
in need, and provide both physical and spiritual support. Another example is churches working
together for global missions. Many churches collaborate with mission agencies or other
churches across denominations to send missionaries, provide relief aid, and build
infrastructure in communities overseas. This unity in purpose allows for more extensive
outreach and deeper impact. In the context of social ministry, the church must also work
together with other organizations that share the same vision to serve the community and bring
about positive change (Schreiner, 2010, p. 123; Young, 1997). Therefore, collaboration
between churches and social organizations is key to implementing broader and more impactful
ministry, as it harnesses the strengths of multiple entities to achieve common goals. This
collective effort amplifies the church's ability to fulfill its mission and be a true partner in God's
work.

It is also important to understand that the church's ministry as God's partner must be rooted
in biblical principles and must reflect the life of Jesus Christ as the ultimate example. Jesus,
as a partner in God's work of salvation, teaches us to serve with humility and love (Wright,
2009, p. 136). Therefore, the church must prioritize service to the weak, poor, and oppressed,
following Jesus' example of serving with sacrifice and love. The implementation of the church's
vision of ministry in this challenging world must include the maintenance of solidarity and
commitment to social justice (Moe, 2017; Stott, 2006, p. 152). As God's partner, the church
must be committed to building a more just world through concrete acts of love in everyday life.

Furthermore, to ensure that the implementation of the church's vision as God's partner can be
sustained, the church needs to focus on training and developing leaders with integrity. Church
leaders must be prepared to lead wisely and according to biblical principles, and have the
ability to guide the congregation in carrying out God's mission (Schroter, 2008; Schreiner,
2010, p. 126; Zebua, 2024, p. 115-128; Budiatmaja, 2025, p. 104-111). With trained and
committed leaders, the church can continue to grow and expand its influence in carrying out
its vision of service in this world. Church leaders must also support and empower members to
actively participate in various ministries, ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to
contribute to building God's kingdom on earth (Ferguson, 2001, p. 78; Tarore, 2023, p. 130-
138). Sustainable ministry can only be achieved if the church has leaders who are committed
to maintaining a balance between internal ministry and external mission (Widjaja, 2024, p. 78-
95). Such harmony allows the church to grow inwardly in faith and unity while outwardly
manifesting God’s compassion and justice in society.

The implementation of the concept of "Divine Partner" in the vision of the church's ministry
today involves not only internal aspects of the church, but also extends its impact to the world
outside the church. As God's partner, the church is called to carry out its mission of salvation
comprehensively by involving all elements of the church in ministry, from teaching the Word
of God to social service in the community (Goheen, 2014, p. 123). Therefore, the church today
must commit to being an agent of change that brings positive impact on society through
effective and sustainable ministry (Turbeville, 2020; Wright, 2011, p. 199). This commitment
includes engaging other religions with empathy and respect, working together to build
harmony and uphold shared moral values within society (Lekatompessy & Sopacua, 2024, p.
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20-39). Through this understanding, the church is not merely a place for gathering but also an
agent that transforms the world through the love and truth of God given to His people
(Turbeville, 2020; Young, 1997, p. 150).

Conclusion

In 1 Corinthians 3:9, Paul emphasizes that the church is God's partner and servant in His great
work, underscoring the active role of Christians in carrying out God's mission in the world. The
concepts of guvepyoi (partner) and oikodouri (building) invite the church to participate in
building God's kingdom through service and mission, both collectively and individually. The
church is not only called to receive blessings, but also to work together with God in fulfilling
His plan for humanity. This understanding provides a strong foundation for formulating a vision
for church ministry that is relevant to the challenges of the times. The church must thus be an
agent of change that contributes to bringing salvation to humanity and expanding the influence
of God's kingdom in this world.

The implementation of the concept of "Divine Partner" in the vision of today's church ministry
must include the development of the church as a place of spiritual growth, a structure built for
divine purposes, and serve as an active social agent. The church is called to maintain unity in
ministry and spread God's love to the world. Through collaboration between individuals in the
body of Christ, the church can be empowered to carry out its divine mission more effectively.
The vision of church ministry must include empowering members to actively participate in
social mission and evangelism. Thus, the church as God's partner plays a vital role in bringing
about God's kingdom on earth, prioritizing love, justice, and service to others as being of
paramount importance.
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