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Abstract 

 

The intersection of gender roles and cultural values is undergoing a complex conceptual 
transformation, shifting from traditional patriarchal paradigms to more innovative and inclusive 
foundations. Despite the extensive empirical research in this area, a comprehensive structural analysis 
of the scientific landscape at a macro level remains to be conducted. This study aims to conduct a 
bibliometric analysis to identify the intellectual structure, thematic clusters and future trends in the 
global scientific literature on the influence of cultural values on gender roles.  
 
The study’s methodological design was based on the international PRISMA protocol standards. The 
empirical base comprised 1017 English-language scientific articles published in the Scopus database 
between 2016 and 2026. The Biblioshiny package and the VOSviewer software, which are integrated 
into the R-Studio environment, were used to analyse the performance of bibliographic data and map 
the scientific landscape.  The results of the publication dynamics assessment showed that scientific 
productivity increased exponentially in 2024-2025. Co-occurrence and cluster analysis revealed that 
the research landscape can be divided into two distinct paradigms, which are heavily influenced by 
the macro-regional context.  
 
The first paradigm, the ‘traditional-pragmatic’ cluster, is characterised by a focus on the family 
institution and economic emancipation, and is prevalent in developing countries. In contrast, the 
second paradigm, the «nnovative-inclusive» cluster, focuses on issues such as gender identity, sexual 
minorities, and stigma deconstruction, and is predominant in Western countries.   
 
Rather than directly evaluating policy effectiveness, the bibliometric trends indicate a growing scholarly 
consensus that universal gender equality policies often face implementation challenges. 
 
The findings challenge the effectiveness of universal gender equality policies. The transition from 
traditional values to an inclusive, post-materialist paradigm depends strictly on the local cultural 
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context. These findings have important theoretical and practical implications for sociologists and 
policymakers when developing differential social strategies. 
 
Keywords: Gender roles; cultural values; bibliometric analysis; gender identity; traditional values. 
 
Introduction 
 
Despite extensive empirical, cross-cultural and theoretical research on the relationship between gender 
roles and cultural values, current research is fragmented. Much of the existing scientific literature is 
limited to the experience of individual countries, macro-regions or specific social groups (Woo, Goldberg 
& Solt, 2023). With the exponential growth in the number of scientific publications, traditional systematic 
reviews cannot provide a comprehensive overview of the research landscape. Therefore, bibliometric 
analysis tools are needed to provide a comprehensive structural assessment of the body of scientific 
literature.  
 
Based on specific mathematical and visual algorithms, bibliometrics allow us to identify macro-level 
research trends and objectively demonstrate the evolution and thematic clustering of traditional and 
innovative paradigms in the global scientific space (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017; van Eck & Waltman, 2010). 
 
This study aims to identify the intellectual structure, evolutionary dynamics and future trends of research 
examining the influence of cultural values on gender roles. To achieve this, a comprehensive bibliometric 
analysis will be conducted on 1017 scientific publications published between 2016 and 2026. In 
accordance with the research objectives, the following main research questions (RQs) were formulated: 
 
RQ1: What are the evolutionary dynamics and future trends of research on gender roles within the global 
scientific community? This question analyses the annual growth dynamics of publications and the 
strategic importance of thematic areas.  
 
RQ2: How have the intellectual foundations and geographical networks of collaboration been formed 
within this field of research, and how are they classified into thematic clusters depending on the regional 
context? This question aims to evaluate fundamental theoretical concepts (J. Butler, R. Connell and R. 
Inglehart) and international collaboration.  
 
Additionally, thematic mapping reveals the conceptual differences between the «traditional-pragmatic» 
cluster, which is based on family and division of labour in Asian and African countries, and the 
‘innovative-inclusive’ cluster, which encompasses human rights and minority issues and is characteristic 
of Western countries.  
 
While this study utilizes the Global North and Global South categorization to identify broad macro-level 
bibliometric trends, we acknowledge that this dichotomous framing risks oversimplification. These 
categories encompass highly heterogeneous academic traditions, local histories, and cultural contexts. 
For instance, post-socialist and transitional societies often present unique trajectories of gender role 
transformation that do not fit neatly into either paradigm. Therefore, throughout this analysis, these 
geographic classifications are employed strictly as analytical heuristics rather than representing 
monolithic cultural entities. 
 
The main hypothesis of the study (H1) is as follows: over the past decade, research into gender roles 
within the global scientific community has shifted dramatically from traditional cultural values such as 
patriarchy and the division of labour, to more innovative and "post-materialist paradigm" such as gender 

identity, equality and minority rights.   
 
This transformation reflects both quantitative growth and a complex interdisciplinary integration uniting 
psychology, political science, public health and sociology. The scientific and practical significance of the 
study is based on evidence showing that a global ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach to gender equality policy is 
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ineffective. Instead, there is a scientific basis for the need for differential strategies that take the local 
cultural characteristics and level of economic development of each region into account. 

 
Methodology 
 
This study employed bibliometric analysis and science mapping methods to analyse the intellectual 
structure and evolutionary dynamics of the global scientific discourse surrounding gender roles and 
cultural values. The study was designed based on the international PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items 
for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) protocol, ensuring the validity and replicability of the data 
collection process (Moher et al., 2009). Figure 1 visually presents the stages of the selection algorithm.         

 
 

Figure 1. PRISMA flow chart of the study selection process. 

 

 
 
Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data. 

 
To establish the empirical basis of the study, the Scopus database was selected due to its extensive 
coverage of high-impact publications in the social sciences and humanities. Bibliographic data were 
retrieved on 15 May 2026. To capture studies on gender roles and cultural values, the following search 
query was applied in the TITLE-ABS-KEY fields: TITLE-ABS-KEY (“gender role*” OR “gender identit*” 
OR “gender norm*” AND “cultural value*” OR “traditional*” OR “innovat*” OR “cultural shift*”). 
 
Following PRISMA guidelines (Moher et al., 2009), strict inclusion and exclusion criteria were applied. 
The initial search identified 1,415 documents. After filtering, 398 records were excluded. Only English-
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language articles and review papers published between 2016 and 2026 were retained, while conference 
proceedings, book chapters, and editorials were excluded. The final dataset consisted of 1017 
documents suitable for bibliometric analysis. The bibliographic metadata of the selected publications 
were exported in CSV format and analysed using two complementary software packages. Biblioshiny 
(R-Studio) was employed to generate descriptive statistics, Sankey diagrams, and thematic maps (Aria 
& Cuccurullo, 2017). VOSviewer 1.6.19 was used to analyse keyword co-occurrence networks and co-
authorship relationships, enabling the identification of thematic clusters and collaboration patterns (van 
Eck & Waltman, 2010). The combined use of these tools provided a comprehensive visual and statistical 
representation of the research landscape. 
 
Results And Discussion 
 
The basic bibliometric parameters of the dataset included in the study are summarised in Table 1. A 
total of 1017 scientific articles were extracted from the Scopus repository and published in 501 different 
academic journals between 2016 and 2026. A total of 2,428 authors participated in forming the research 
pool. The average citation rate per publication was 12.28, with 22.57% of publications featuring 
international co-authorships. These metrics empirically demonstrate the sustainability of this area of 
research in academia and the importance of cross-national collaboration. 

 
Table 1. Main Information 

 
Description Results 

Basic information about the data 
 

Timespan 2016:2026 

Documents 1017 

Sources 501 

Document Average Age 4.11 

Average citations per doc 12.28 

Information about the authors 
 

Authors 2428 

Authors of single-authored docs 342 

Co-Authors per Doc 2.58 

International Co-Authorship 22.58 % 

 
                       Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data. 

 
 
Annual Growth Dynamics, Journal and Country Analysis.  
 
The volume of annual scientific production is considered a fundamental indicator for assessing the 
relevance and development trajectory of a research paradigm (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017). According to 
the publication dynamics graph (Figure 2), research focusing on the intersection of gender roles and 
cultural values has shown steady growth over the past decade.  
 
While the number of articles was relatively low in 2016 (n≈50), a systematic escalation of scientific 
activity has been recorded since 2018. In particular, academic productivity peaked in 2024–2025 with 
over 180 articles published, demonstrating exponential growth.  
 
This confirms the current academic agenda’s focus on global social movements and inclusion issues 
(Lomazzi, 2023; Woo et al., 2023). The statistical decline in the figures for 2026 is due to the 
bibliographic data being taken from an incomplete academic cycle. 
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Figure 2. Annual scientific productivity dynamics (2016-2026) 

 

 
 
                       Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data using Biblioshiny. 

The vast majority of these articles were published in specialised journals. According to Bradford's Law, 
the ten most productive journals forming the core of a research field are listed in Table 2. The majority 
of these journals cover the areas of psychology, sociology and cultural studies. 

 
Table 2. Top 10 Most Relevant Sources 

 
Source Number of Documents 

Women»s studies international forum 41 

Gender, place and culture 24 

Gender, work and organization 19 

Sex roles 19 

Culture, health and sexuality 17 

Journal of marriage and family 16 

Social indicators research 13 

Violence against women 12 

World development 12 

Journal of gender studies 10 

Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data. 

 
An analysis of geographical productivity and collaboration between countries reveals that the strongest 
scientific ties are found in the US, the UK and Europe. These regions are hubs for innovative gender 
research. By contrast, Asian and African countries often engage in isolated local research or have one-
sided ties with Western institutions. 
 
Co-citation and Top Authors.  
 
Three-fields plot and co-authorship network analysis were used to differentiate leading researchers in 
the subject area and their scientific connections (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017). The results proved that 
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scientists such as  Endendijk et al., (2018),  Ramm (2016),  Spierings (2024) and  Lomazzi (Lomazzi, 
2023; Lomazzi & Seddig, 2020) are highly productive within the global scientific community.  
 
Additionally, the collaborative network topology revealed a low level of institutional link strength among 
authors. This indicates that, within the field of gender and cultural studies, decentralised research groups 
and individual academic research predominate over large transnational consortia. This fragmentation of 
the scientific landscape is generally explained by the interdisciplinary nature of the research topic and 
its dependence on local contexts. 
 
Analysing the Cited References (CR) field of the Sankey diagram enabled us to identify the key 
theoretical works that underpin this research area. The bibliometric data revealed that, when 
conceptualising the relationship between gender identity and cultural values within modern scientific 
discourse, the majority of scholars rely on  Butler's theory of gender performativity (Butler, 1990) and 
the cross-cultural studies of  Inglehart and  Norris (2003). These studies provide evidence for the shift 
from traditional values to a secular-rational paradigm.  
 
Additionally,  Eagly's theory of social roles (Eagly, 1987) and West and Zimmerman’s concept of “doing 
gender” (1987) continue to be central to the intellectual foundation of gender studies. The bibliometric 
list of the top 10 leading theoretical and empirical articles with the highest global citation index (Total 
Citations) in the thematic dataset is summarized in Table 3. 
 
 
Table 3. Top 10 Most Globally Cited Documents 

 
Author and Year Source Total 

Citations 

Bleidorn W, 2016 Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 541 

Grunow D, 2018 Journal of Marriage and Family 265 

Schmitt DP, 2017 International Journal of Psychology 253 

Reyes Hlmn, 2016 Journal of Youth and Adolescence 216 

Hansen T, 2016 Social Indicators Research 210 

Qian Y, 2016 Journal of Marriage and Family 156 

Pepin JR, 2018 Journal of Marriage and Family 128 

DaviS LS, 2019 World Development 111 

Hennekam S, 2020 Gender, Work & Organization 107 

KUO PX, 2018 Psychology of Men & Masculinities 99 

Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data. 

 
The results of the visual diagrammatic analysis confirm that researchers such as Endendijk et al., (2018), 
A. Ramm (2016), Spierings (2024) and Lomazzi (Lomazzi, 2023; Lomazzi & Seddig, 2020) perform at 
a dominant level within the global scientific landscape.  
 
However, indicators from the co-authorship network analysis revealed that the strength of scientific 
collaboration links between scientists is low at an institutional level. In the field of gender studies, this 
phenomenon proves that locally based or isolated individual research groups (for example, the 
autonomous cluster led by J. J. Endendijk) have an academic advantage over large transnational 
consortia. 
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Figure 3. Co-authorship network 

 
 
Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data. 

 
Visual analysis of the Sankey diagram's ‘Cited References’ cluster (CR) allowed us to systematize the 
fundamental theoretical works that formed the intellectual basis of this research paradigm (Figure 3). As 
the bibliometric data show, in current scientific discourse, the majority of researchers prioritise Butler’s 
theory of gender performativity (Butler, 1990) and  Inglehart and  Norris’s cross-cultural concept of the 
transition from traditional values to a secular-rational system (Inglehart & Norris, 2003) when 
conceptualising the mutual transformation of gender identity and cultural values. Additionally, A. Eagly's 
social role theory (Eagly, 1987) and West and Zimmerman's phenomenological model of ‘doing gender’ 
(1987) consistently top the global citation index. These classic works demonstrate their ongoing 
empirical and theoretical relevance as a key methodological pillar of gender studies.Keyword co-
occurrence network analysis, performed using VOSviewer software (van Eck & Waltman, 2010), 
revealed that the research landscape is dichotomous and can be differentiated into two large polar 
semantic clusters (Figure 5): 
 
Traditional-Pragmatic Values Cluster (yellow and green-yellow segments in the visual network): 
This semantic group encompasses fundamental socio-demographic concepts such as ‘marriage’, 
‘education’, ‘labour division’, ‘family structure’ and ‘fertility’ (Campaña et al., 2018; Srivastava, 2020). 
Bibliometric data indicates that the majority of empirical studies within this paradigm are based in the 
socio-economic contexts of developing countries (the Global South), such as Tanzania, Bangladesh 
and Uganda (Abdelhadi & England, 2019; Kawarazuka et al., 2019). This confirms empirically that 
gender studies in these regions are still closely linked to issues of basic livelihoods, the distribution of 
economic resources, and traditional institutional stability.  
 
Innovative-Inclusive Paradigm and Identity Cluster (blue and teal segments in the visual 
network): This cluster forms the central core of the bibliometric network and has demonstrated the 
greatest growth. It encompasses complex concepts such as ‘gender identity’, ‘sexual and gender 
minorities’, ‘sexuality’ and ‘stigma’ (Endendijk et al., 2019). Its dominance reflects a fundamental shift in 
the global scientific discourse paradigm, moving away from traditional heteronormative and binary 
gender systems towards more inclusive perspectives informed by queer theory and post-feminism 
(Chen, 2020). This transformation reflects the dominance of post-material values in the scientific agenda 
in Western countries (the Global North).  
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence network and thematic cluster 

 
Source: Compiled by the author based o

n  
Scopus data. 
 

 
Additionally, examining the evolution of topics on a chronological scale (overlay visualisation) reveals 
how the focus of research has changed in recent years. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pharosjot.com/


Pharos Journal of Theology ISSN 2414-3324 online Volume 107 (3) Regular Issue (2026) 
Copyright: ©2026 Open Access/Author/s - Online @ http//: www.pharosjot.com  

 

9 
 

 
Figure 5. Chronological (by year) overlap network of keywords 

 

 
 
Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data. 
 

 
In the final stage of the bibliometric analysis, the Thematic Map is generated to measure thematic cluster 
density and centrality in the research network. This determines the future evolutionary vector of scientific 
discourse (Figure 6). 
 
As the topological analysis shows, the concepts of «gender identity», «masculinity» and «sexuality» 
have become innovative drivers of modern science, gaining a solid position in the «Emerging/Niche 
Themes» quadrant. Conversely, it is evident that classic categories related to «employment» or the 
traditional division of labour have lost their strategic relevance and are marginalised in the «Declining 
Themes» area. 
 
This bibliometric trend fully substantiates the fundamental shift in global scientific focus from utilitarian-
pragmatic issues to a post-material paradigm that recognises the psychological and socio-cultural 
uniqueness of the individual, both empirically and theoretically. 
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Figure 6. Thematic Map of Research Areas 

 

 

 

 
 Source: Compiled by the author based on Scopus data. 

 
The results of the bibliometric analysis confirm a significant transformation in the global scientific 
paradigm, shifting from traditional pragmatic perspectives toward innovative, inclusive, and post-
material values. The findings indicate that contemporary gender research is increasingly focused on 
interdisciplinary themes such as personal identity, sexuality, and intersectionality. Furthermore, the 
scientific discourse is divided into two major paradigms shaped by cross-cultural determinants. This 
dichotomous classification fully confirms the conceptual gap between Western and Eastern models of 
social development with respect to freedom and egalitarianism, as formulated by  Akaliyski (2023). 
Additionally, the obtained bibliometric data empirically support the theoretical position of Krys et al. 
(2022) that although the pursuit of modernisation and inclusion is global in nature, its institutional and 
socio-cultural trajectories differ depending on the local context. 
 
In the bibliometric network, constructs such as ‘marriage’, ‘fertility’ and ‘labour division’ are concentrated 
mainly in studies of developing countries (the Global South). This pattern is consistent with Inglehart 
and Norris's (2003) modernisation theory: in societies with low levels of economic security, basic, 
survival-oriented values play a dominant role. Consequently, in these regions, gender equality is 
conceptualised as a fundamental socio-economic necessity rather than through the lens of postmodern 
emancipation or individual freedom. 
 
The renewal of traditional cultural codes in modern society is leading to the institutionalisation of national 
traditions (Kudaibergenov et al., 2025). In this regard, the role of spiritual values and religious knowledge 
in shaping public consciousness and regulating interpersonal relationships has become the main focus 
of research in this area (Abikenov et al., 2025). Moreover, research into the underlying structures of 
cultural meaning reveals how traditional worldviews continue to actively shape societal norms and 
gender expectations (Abikenov et al., 2019). For instance, Kawarazuka et al. (2019) provide empirical 
evidence of how women in Kenya reach institutional compromises with patriarchal structures to ensure 
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food security. Meanwhile,  Campaña et al. (2018) demonstrate that the division of domestic labour in 
Latin America is governed by rigid gender norms. 
 
Furthermore, studies of the Middle East and the Islamic world demonstrate that gender roles are closely 
intertwined with religious dogma. In such conservative environments, women's aspirations for leadership 
or economic autonomy can lead to complex identity conflicts (Sedghi, 2020). The allocation of family 
time in India (Srivastava, 2020) and marital satisfaction in East Asia (Qian & Sayer, 2016) have been 
shown to be directly influenced by hegemonic gender ideology and cultural values (Yeganeh, 2022). 
The main focus of scholarly discourse in this area is therefore to strike an optimal balance between 
women's empowerment and maintaining the stability of the family institution without disrupting the 
established patriarchal architecture. 
 
However, recent research suggests that the rigid gender dichotomy between the professional and family 
spheres is gradually transforming among today»s young people (Pepin & Cotter, 2018). Global media 
and cultural diffusion are providing a powerful impetus for the transnational spread of these innovative 
perspectives, eroding conservative patriarchal norms in the process (Swindle, 2023). 
 
The second thematic cluster (‘gender identity’, ‘sexual minorities’, ‘stigma’), which dominates research 
in North America and Western Europe, reflects society»s transition to a post-material value system. In 
societies with a solid economic foundation and well-established liberal democratic institutions, academic 
attention has shifted from the essentialist concept of biological sex to gender as a social construct and 
its performative nature (Butler, 1990). This paradigm shift is justified by the multidimensional nature of 
gender ideology in Europe (Grunow, Begall & Buchler, 2018) and the growth of egalitarianism in public 
life (Woo, Goldberg & Solt, 2023). 
 
Consequently, research in these macro-regions frequently addresses issues related to human rights, 
inclusion, and the psychological well-being of marginalised social groups. For instance, J. J. Endendijk 
and his colleagues (Endendijk et al., 2019) provide a thorough analysis of the influence of gender identity 
typologies on the socio-emotional development of young people in the Netherlands. Additionally, this 
innovative study critically assesses the deconstruction of traditional family models (Chen, 2020). Overall, 
this dichotomous classification of bibliometric clusters empirically demonstrates the absence of a 
‘universal gender standard’ in the global scientific landscape, highlighting the strong dependence of 
research focus on specific cultural and socio-economic contexts (Davis & Williamson, 2019; 
Scarborough & Moeder, 2022). 
 
Furthermore, the identified thematic clusters reflect a critical shift toward intersectionality and 
postcolonial feminist frameworks. Moving beyond Eurocentric perspectives and a simplistic Global 
North-South dichotomy, contemporary scholarship increasingly recognizes that gender experiences are 
inextricably linked to local histories, race, class, and colonial legacies, demanding a more nuanced and 
localized approach. 
 
Future academic research should consider the gender construct not as an isolated phenomenon, but as 
part of a comprehensive analysis of its intersectional relationship with demographic factors such as 
religion, race, social class and migration status. The conflict and adaptation of traditional (donor) and 
innovative (recipient) cultural paradigms within migrant communities, in the context of transnational 
migration processes, is an increasingly relevant research topic. This trend is evident in the interaction 
or transformation of global cultural trends with local traditions and family institutional structures 
(Syzdykova et al., 2024). This phenomenon is empirically demonstrated by the ethno-generational 
differentiation of gender role perceptions among immigrants in the UK (Wang & Coulter, 2019), and by 
the influence of religious dogmas and traditional norms on the economic integration of immigrant women 
in Europe (Kanas & Müller, 2021). Furthermore, the evolution of gender role perceptions among Afghan 
women who migrated to Australia (Afrouz, Crisp & Taket, 2023) and the modernisation of gender 
identities among Bulgarian Muslims (Darakchi, 2018) demonstrate the complex and multifaceted nature 
of cross-cultural adaptation. Furthermore, argue that the value dissonance between conservative beliefs 
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and the new liberal culture during the coming-out process of Latin American bi/plurisexual individuals 
with their families is a promising area for intersectional analysis.  
 
According to the Thematic Map metric, the concept of ‘masculinity’ is located in the ‘emerging themes’ 
quadrant. Analysing the deconstruction and transformation of hegemonic masculinity in the context of 
women’s socio-economic emancipation is set to become a leading scientific trend in the coming decade. 
This paradigm shift is not confined to the family institution; it is also associated with complex macro-
social phenomena such as the increased involvement of women in radical religious and political 
movements (‘feminisation of extremism’) (Bolysbayeva et al., 2024). 
 
Empirically, the redefinition of masculinity is cross-cultural and multi-format. For instance, men»s 
involvement in reproductive labour (care work) in the context of transnational migration in Albania 
(Vullnetari & King, 2016), and the mechanisms of transgenerational transmission of gender ideology 
(Perales et al., 2021), demonstrate the erosion of conservative norms. Additionally, raising girls as boys 
in Afghanistan (Corboz, Gibbs & Jewkes, 2020) and the legitimisation of a third gender category in 
Pakistan (‘unbecoming a man’) (Nisar, 2018) demonstrate that gender identity has moved beyond an 
essentialist binary framework to become a flexible social construct. The reproduction of gender 
stereotypes in the media and public consciousness is one of the most strategically important areas for 
future research. According to empirical data, the effectiveness and public perception of counter-
stereotypical or non-traditional gender advertisements are directly correlated with the level of 
institutionalised cultural sexism in a given country (Zawisza et al., 2018a). Additionally, the trend towards 
politically conservative rhetoric centred around ‘traditional values’ in certain post-Soviet countries (e.g. 
Russia), alongside a critical analysis of its impact on state gender policy (Novitskaya et al., 2024), gives 
rise to new scientific demands within the fields of modern political sociology and law.  
 
This study contributes to the literature by integrating findings from sociology, psychology, cultural 
studies, and economics into a unified bibliometric framework. The results support cultural-evolutionary 
theories, demonstrating a shift from traditional essentialist perspectives toward multidimensional, 
intersectional, and inclusive approaches to gender. They also indicate that gender stratification in 
education and labour markets is shaped not only by economic factors but also by broader political and 
socio-cultural contexts. 
 
Sociologically, this study underscores the transition of gender research from structural-functionalist 
analyses of family dynamics to critical explorations of identity and systemic inequality. The primary 
theoretical contribution of this manuscript lies in quantitatively mapping how academic paradigms have 
shifted toward post-materialist and intersectional frameworks globally. In terms of policy relevance, our 
findings suggest that international development agencies and policymakers must abandon rigid 
universal frameworks. Instead, social policies aimed at gender equality must be culturally translated and 
tailored to the specific intersectional realities of local populations to be truly effective. 
 
From a practical point of view, the article»s results have high strategic value for state policymakers, 
international institutions, and non-governmental organisations.  
 
For instance, social programmes in countries with dominant conservative and traditional cultural norms 
should focus on pragmatic goals, such as ensuring egalitarianism in the labour market, minimising the 
‘motherhood penalty’, and restoring the economic agency of widows in post-conflict regions (Ramnarain, 
2016). Additionally,  Hayes and Pinchevsky (2023) assert that preventive programmes against gender-
based violence must be in harmony with the local normative and cultural landscape. 
 
By contrast, in Western countries with fully developed post-material values (e.g. labour market transition 
processes in the Netherlands – Khoudja & Fleischmann, 2018), public resources should focus on 
supporting psychological well-being, destigmatising gender and sexual minorities, and improving the 
inclusive legal framework further.  
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It is necessary to note a number of objective limitations inherent in the empirical and methodological 
design of the conducted bibliometric study. These factors will serve as the basis for determining the 
vector of future research: Only the Scopus repository was used to extract the array of metadata required 
for the analysis. While this platform offers high-quality, peer-reviewed content, there is a risk of excluding 
relevant works that are indexed in alternative scientometric databases, such as Web of Science, 
PubMed and Google Scholar (coverage bias). 
 
To maintain methodological validity, the selection procedure was limited to English-language 
publications only. While this criterion enables us to identify the global academic mainstream, it results 
in the underrepresentation of national cultural and sociological works in local languages, such as 
Spanish, French and Arabic, which offer profound insights into regional specifics, in the scientific 
landscape. This may lead to an Anglocentric perspective becoming dominant. 
 
Bibliometric algorithms mainly rely on macro-level quantitative indicators and metadata, such as citation 
index and co-occurrence relationships. While this approach provides a visual display of the structural 
topology of discourse, it does not permit a deeper analysis of the internal hermeneutic content and 
qualitative context of individual scientific texts. 
This comprehensive methodological integration enables the modelling of the global scientific landscape 
of the mutual transformation of gender roles and cultural values with high accuracy and conceptual 
depth. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This article provides a systematic overview of the global intellectual landscape at the intersection of 
gender roles and cultural values, based on a comprehensive bibliometric analysis of 1,017 scientific 
papers published between 2016 and 2026. The study»s findings fully confirm the hypothesis set out in 
the introduction: over the past decade, especially against the backdrop of exponential growth in 2024–
2025, the scientific paradigm has undergone a radical transformation, shifting from traditional patriarchal 
constructs to innovative, post-materialist approaches. 
 
The first is the ‘traditional-pragmatic’ cluster, which seeks to restore the institution of the family, the 
division of domestic labour and the economic agency of women within the context of Asian and African 
countries (the Global South). The second is the ‘post-materialist’ paradigm, which addresses issues 
such as human rights, gender identity and the destigmatisation of sexual minorities, and is characteristic 
of North American and European countries (the Global North). This dichotomy indicates that the 
international collaboration network is primarily dominated by Western institutions, while scientific 
production in developing countries often remains isolated at a local or transitional level. Furthermore, 
the fundamental theories of J. Butler, R. Connell and R. Inglehart are proven to have stable hegemony 
as the intellectual foundation of the study. 
 
Thematic map metrics and chronological trends (RQ1) suggest that, in the future, this field of research 
will acquire a complex, interdisciplinary character, integrating psychology, political science, health, and 
social sciences. Traditional issues of education and employment are clearly being marginalised by 
bibliometric data, which shows that they are being replaced by the emerging themes of ‘gender identity’, 
‘crisis of masculinity’ and ‘intersectionality’, which combine migration, religion and class inequalities. 
These themes will therefore become the main scientific drivers of the coming decade. 
 
The results of this bibliometric study indicate that scholars increasingly questionthe institutional and 

methodological effectiveness of a unified ‘universal’ (one-size-fits-all) approach to designing global 
gender policy. Instead, the need for the international community and policymakers to use differentiated 
and pluralistic strategies, strictly adapted to the historical and cultural values and level of economic 
development of each macro-region, is scientifically proven. 

 
Despite its contributions, this study has limitations. The analysis relies exclusively on the Scopus 
database, which may introduce a linguistic bias toward English-language journals and underrepresent 
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local epistemologies published in regional databases. Future research should combine bibliometric 
mapping with systematic qualitative reviews of regional literature, and explore data from Web of Science 
or Global South-focused databases to provide a more holistic understanding of gender and cultural 
value. 
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