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Abstract 

Contemporary hadith studies increasingly face methodological challenges in responding to 
complex social, ethical, and legal issues. The normative approach tends to emphasize textual 
authority and literal meaning, while the contextual approach focuses on historical and socio-
cultural background. When applied independently, these two approaches often produce partial 
interpretations that struggle to maintain normative legitimacy while remaining socially relevant. 
This article aims to reconstruct hadith interpretation by integrating maqāṣid al-sharīʿah as a 
methodological framework that bridges normative and contextual readings. Employing a 
qualitative and analytical approach, this study critically examines classical and contemporary 
theories of hadith interpretation and maqāṣid-based reasoning. The findings indicate that 
maqāṣid al-sharīʿah can function not only as an ethical concept within uṣūl al-fiqh, but also as 
an epistemological and methodological foundation for hadith interpretation. By foregrounding 
the objectives of Islamic law—such as justice, human dignity, and public welfare—this 
framework enables a purposive and evaluative reading of hadith texts without undermining 
their normative authority. This study argues that integrating maqāṣid into normative–
contextual interpretation expands the scope of responsible ijtihād and enhances the relevance 
of hadith in addressing contemporary issues. The article contributes to the development of 
hadith studies by offering an integrative methodological model that harmonizes textual fidelity, 
contextual awareness, and ethical purpose. It also opens new avenues for interdisciplinary 
engagement between hadith studies, Islamic ethics, and the social sciences, thereby 
strengthening the role of hadith as a dynamic and value-oriented source in modern Islamic 
thought. 
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Introduction 
 
As the second source of teachings in Islam, the Hadīth is influential in the development of the 
legal, moral, and religious aspects of the Muslim community (Sya'roni et al., 2025). In today's 
social reality, the prophetic tradition functions not only as a social-normative theological guide 
but also provides the basis for legitimizing various behaviors, policies, and public discourses 
in the social, political, cultural, and moral realms (Umayah, 2023). Nevertheless, using 
Narrations of Prophet Muhammad in contemporary society often leads to conflicts, especially 
when a rigid and normative reading of a text is in contradiction with the ethical and contextual 
reality of the society. Justice issues, such as gender, human rights, religious pluralism, inequity 
of power, and global humanitarian crises, demonstrate the contradiction between the 
predominant reading of the hadīth and the societal expectations of justice and utility (Salman, 
2024). The conflicts are not only in the academic sphere but also in the practice of religious 
teaching (da'wah), public policy, and online discourses. Numerous authors argue that there 
are prophetic traditions that serve as religiously legal justifications for actions that, in today's 
societal context, are irrelevant, or even harmful, to society (Muhlis & Hajar, 2023). This 
scenario reflects that the problem at hand is not the authority that prophetic tradition possess 
as a source of teachings, but it is the problem of the interpretation method that is used to 
understand and actualize it (Hafid & Mahmuddin, 2023). 
 
The evolution of global society, characterized by the accelerated flow of information, the 
transformation of digital technologies, and increasing cross-cultural relationships, has had an 
impact on the complexity of the issue of hadīth interpretation. With the decentralization of 
authority for the interpretation of most traditional scholarly institutions, non-academic 
participants, including social media users, online da'wah initiatives, and cross-national 
ideological movements, derive authority from various sources (Neuberger et al, 2023). In most 
instances, the interpretations of Narrations of Prophet Muhammad remain polarized between 
extreme rigidity and an equally extreme laxity. The normative approach almost exclusively 
upholds the text and neglects social realities, and is blind to the aims of the Islamic teachings. 
On the other hand, a contextual one puts the prophetic tradition in context, to the extent that 
it loses the historicity of the high and guiding normative power of the text (Al-Jubouri, 2025). 
The tendency has led to a polarization that complicates methodology and ultimately creates a 
crisis of authority in the responsible understanding. In light of the above, there is an 
overwhelming urgency for an interpretive model that integrates the normative authority of the 
text with the ethical and social value. 
 
Academic studies on hadith have historically been dominated by attention to aspects of 
transmission and authenticity, particularly through the development of the discipline of ʿulūm 
al-ḥadīth (Rohman et al., 2020). The main focus of this study is the verification of the sanad, 
the critique of narrators, and the analysis of the matn to ensure the validity of hadith in order 
to reconstruct a maqāṣid al-shariah-based interpretation of hadith. Within this framework, the 
activity of hadith interpretation is often positioned as a derivative of the authority of the text 
that has been deemed authentic, so the methodological problem of interpretation does not 
receive adequate attention. The normative approach developed from this tradition emphasizes 
loyalty to the apparent meaning of the text and the authority of classical scholars, assuming 
that the continuity of tradition guarantees the truth of interpretation (Pari, 2018). While this 
approach has made significant contributions to maintaining the integrity of hadith, the literature 
shows that it is relatively limited in responding to the complexities of contemporary ethical and 
social issues. Many studies on hadith still stop at textual and historical analysis without offering 
an adequate methodological framework to connect the hadith text with the ever-changing 
social realities (Abror & Yahya, 2021). 
 
As a result of these shortcomings, modern hadīth criticism has given rise to several reformist 
and contextual methods. These methods stress the importance of situating hadīth within the 
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relevant socio-historical circumstances of its emergence, for example, the cultural, political, 
and relational power dynamics of the time of the Prophet (Hasanah, 2023). Some contextual 
literature has been instrumental in removing ahistorical assumptions and challenging literal, 
simplistic readings of texts that are out of sync with contemporary reality. (Sebothoma, 2020). 
However, most contextual studies are critiqued for lacking a definitive normative framework in 
assessing a given topic's relevance for the modern world. In this respect, several contextual 
studies, although they describe the socio-historical circumstances, fail to elaborate on how the 
normative contents of the Narrations of Prophet Muhammad ought to be realized (Wasman et al., 
2023). On the other hand, the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah discourse has been expanding within the 
studies of Islamic law and ethics. In contrast, its relevance to the studies of hadīth is still very 
limited and relatively ad hoc (Tajrid, 2021). Most studies tend to treat maqāṣid as a form of 
legitimizing the result of an excessively subjective interpretation, rather than a contextual guide 
to the hermeneutical processes of the hadīth (Kholishudin & Ilmi, 2023) 
 
The novelty of this article lies in its effort to reposition maqāṣid al-sharīʿah as the primary 
methodological framework in hadith interpretation, rather than merely an additional ethical 
principle or normative justification tool. Unlike previous studies that used maqāṣid selectively 
and post-interpretively, this article positions maqāṣid as an integral part of the interpretation 
process from the very beginning (Islam, 2022). With this approach, maqāṣid not only serves 
to evaluate the results of interpretation but also directs how the hadith text is read, understood, 
and prioritized. This approach offers a way out of the dichotomy between normative and 
contextual readings by integrating both within the framework of objectives and social benefit. 
 
In addition, this article offers a systematic re-evaluation of the methodological approach to 
hadith interpretation. Maqāṣid al-sharīʿah is positioned as an epistemological lens that 
simultaneously weighs the literal meaning, historical context, and ethical implications 
(Drechsler, 2022). By emphasizing the procedural aspect rather than merely the normative, 
this article presents an interpretive model that can be scientifically tested and applied 
consistently. This novelty makes an important contribution to the development of hadith study 
methodology, particularly in responding to contemporary ethical and social challenges without 
relinquishing the authority of the hadith text in any manner. 
 
The specific purpose of the article is to reconstruct hadīth interpretation methodologies using 
a maqāṣid al-sharīʿah framework that keeps the applicable authority of the text along with the 
contemporary social and ethical considerations. In this case, the author takes a case study 
and reconstructs the various epistemological assumptions of the different contextual and 
normative readings, especially the various weaknesses of both. Ultimately, the author seeks 
to produce a more comprehensive framework of interpretation that is more aligned with the 
purposes of Islamic teachings. In this case, the author hopes to make an original contribution 
to the field of hermeneutics by delineating the role of ethics and maqāṣid and their relevance 
to interpretation. By delineating specific methodologies, this research hopes to lay the 
groundwork for studies that are more critical, reflective, and relevant to the study of hadīth in 
the face of modernity. 
 
The authors state that there is a lack of a purpose-based model guiding the interpretation of 
hadīth literature in a series of stages, thus explaining the tension of normative versus 
contextual approaches (Huda & Rennhoff, 2022). With a normative approach, there is an 
absence of a systematic description of how the ethical intent of the Islamic text is connected 
to the literal meaning of the prophetic tradition, while with a contextual approach, there is an 
emphasis on the socio-historical context, and the approach lacks a consistent normative 
anchoring. In the most recent body of literature, both approaches, in isolation, have been 
deemed inadequate to address the intricacies of modern ethical and societal challenges 
(Hallaq, 2022). 
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By positioning maqāṣid al-sharīʿah as the primary methodological framework that integrates 
textual, contextual, and normative objective analysis, this article offers a model of hadith 
interpretation that moves beyond this dichotomy (normative and contextual readings) (Huda 
& Rennhoff, 2022). In this framework, maqāṣid not only functions as an evaluative tool for the 
results of interpretation but also as a guiding principle from the early stages of reading hadith, 
determining the priority of meaning and the weight of the text’s normativity (Chokri, 2023). This 
approach allows hadith to be understood as a normative text laden with ethical objectives—
such as justice, the protection of human dignity, and social benefit—thus remaining both 
authoritative and contextually relevant (Auda, 2021; Opwis, 2023). 
 
Method 
 
The research intends to reconceptualize and analytically reconstruct the methodology of 
hadīth interpretation and framework of maqāṣid al-sharīʿah. The research intends to focus on 
the structural hierarchy of method of reasoning (i.e., the hierarchy of reasons) within 
scholarship. The research is of a primarily normative-thetical nature and aims to incorporate 
critiques of the reasoning models of interpretation and commentary of the texts (Alwalidi, 
2024). The research design provides an opportunity to reconstruct the context-free and 
context-sensitive readings of Narrations of Prophet Muhammad methodically, and to establish a 
synergistic, purpose-centered rationale within the constructive paradigm of interpretation. The 
research stems from distinct methodological frameworks and intends to distinguish itself from 
jurisprudential applications (Nukhba, 2023). 
 
Regarding epistemology, this research adopts a purpose-driven ethical approach, with hadīth 
viewed as a source of meaning mediated through interpretive reasoning. This position avoids 
extreme textual literalism and extreme contextual relativism, advocating instead for a middle 
interpretive position via the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah (Islam, 2022). On methodology, this research 
analyzes classical ʿulūm al-ḥadīth, Islamic legal theory (uṣūl al-fiqh), and modern 
hermeneutics to form an integrative framework. Given the interdisciplinary nature, this 
approach enables the research to constructively engage with prevailing interpretative 
paradigms and propose a remodernized methodology to deal with ethical issues (Kasstan & 
Pearson, 2024). 
 
 

Data Sources and Analysis Materials 
 
The main analytical material for this study consists of classical and contemporary scholarly 
works on hadith interpretation, maqāṣid al-sharīʿah, and Islamic hermeneutics. Classical 
sources include fundamental texts in ʿulūm al-ḥadīth and uṣūl al-fiqh, particularly those 
addressing matn criticism, legal reasoning, and ethical intent. These sources are examined 
not only in terms of their doctrinal content but also in terms of the interpretative assumptions 
and methodological principles contained within them. Contemporary sources include modern 
academic studies that explore contextualist readings of hadith, ethical reforms in Islamic 
thought, and interpretation approaches oriented towards maqāṣid (Such as: Internasional 
works in Scopus data base, and Google Scholar). 
 
This research analyzes them as methodological artifacts reflecting different epistemological 
orientations. Through comparative analysis, this study identifies the points of convergence 
and divergence between normative, contextual, and maqāṣid-oriented approaches. This 
analytical strategy allows the research to trace how interpretative priorities are constructed, 
justified, and debated within scholarly traditions. The selection of sources is guided by their 
relevance to the methodological debate rather than their representativeness of particular 
schools of thought, ensuring that the analysis remains focused on interpretative logic rather 
than doctrinal alignment. 
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Stages of Interpretive Reconstruction Based on Maqāṣid 
 
The methodological reconstruction proposed in this study occurs through several analytical 
stages. First, the normative status of hadith is established through conventional criteria of 
authenticity and transmission reliability, ensuring continuity with classical hadith studies. 
Second, the textual meaning (dalālah) of the hadith is examined using linguistic and contextual 
analysis, including considerations of asbāb al-wurūd and socio-historical conditions. This 
stage aligns with existing normative-contextual methodologies but is not considered the final 
determinant of meaning. 
 
The third and most crucial stage involves integrating maqāṣid al-sharīʿah as an interpretative 
lens that evaluates the ethical intent and higher objectives underlying the prophetic discourse. 
At this stage, interpretative outcomes are assessed based on their alignment with core 
maqāṣid values such as justice, human dignity, public welfare, and the prevention of harm. In 
cases of interpretative tension, purpose-driven reasoning is used to prioritize meanings that 
most reflect the ethical objectives of Shariah, without negating the normative authority of the 
text, as Rofiq (2015) did in his research, about misoginis hadis in maqasid interpretation. This 
staged approach ensures methodological coherence by embedding maqāṣid reasoning within 
the interpretative process rather than applying it as an external correction. 
 
Analysis Methods and Validity  (Authors own) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The study employs critical comparative analysis as its primary methodology to provide a 
structured critique of rival interpretative paradigms (Abdullah, 2023). This study contributes to 
the theory of purposeful integration through the normative, contextual, and maqāṣid 
paradigms by illustrating the strengths, weaknesses, and deficiencies of data and analysis 
(Alias et al., 2024). The framework posits that the added value of analytical validity depends 
on the author's transparency, the deliberate and clear use of concepts, and the consistent 
application of the aforementioned conceptual structure. This study offers a theory-based 
response, as it refrains from making claims of universal application regarding its contribution 
to the existing methodological discourse in hadīth scholarship 
 
The underlying logic of the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah-based hadith interpretation framework is 
constructed to address the weaknesses of two dominant approaches: Normative-textual— 
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which holds strength in authority but is weak in ethics and context—and Contextual-historical, 
which is socially adaptive but weak in normativity (Kholishudin & Ilmi, 2023). In this study, 
maqāṣid al-sharīʿah is placed not at the end, but at the heart of the interpretative process as 
a guiding framework. Epistemologically, maqāṣid in this study functions as an orientation 
principle, a normative filter, and a bridge between text and context, as in the maqāṣid 
principles of al-Syatibi, Ibn Asyur, and Jasser Auda. (Sabil, 2022). 
 
Results 
 
The Development of the Hermeneutical Approach to Hadith: From Normativism to the 
Integration of Maqāṣid 
 
To begin with, classical hadīth studies focused on the normativism of the verification of the 
authenticity, chain of transmission, and textual analysis. Within the scope of this paradigm, 
the hadīth authority is embedded in the reliable reporting of the tradition from the Prophet; 
hence, the interpretative endeavor is limited to reporting (Siswanto, 2020). It is common for 
scholars to emphasize the ẓāhir al-naṣṣ' and consider the established jurisprudence; for them, 
any innovation may be deemed as heresy (Makhlouf, 2023). The above explanation is an 
example of how normativism helped defend the integrity of prophetic traditions and the 
discourse of Islamic jurisprudence and theology. Normativism has drawn criticism for its 
engagement with the ethical dimension and the social ordering of change. The classical 
scholars of prophetic tradition did not simply disregard context; however, the methodological 
framework was pre-modern social ordering. (Yanchar, 2006). Consequently, contemporary 
applications of strict normative readings may result in interpretations that appear ethically rigid 
or socially disconnected. 
 
The literature reflects an ongoing debate regarding whether such outcomes stem from the 
texts themselves or from the methodological constraints imposed upon their interpretation 
(Stratmann, 2022). This tension highlights the need for methodological expansion rather than 
a wholesale rejection of normative authority. Here, the use of maqāṣid serves as a paradigm 
for moral ideals and ethical foundations, in contrast to moral philosophy, which is an instrument 
for achieving the highest good. 
 
In response to the perceived limitations of the normative approach, modern scholars have 
developed contextualist methodologies that emphasize historical circumstances, socio-
cultural dynamics, and power relations surrounding the production and transmission of Hadith 
(Zainuddin, 2023). This approach seeks to situate the prophetic tradition within its original 
milieu, arguing that many normative rulings reflect context-dependent realities rather than 
universal prescriptions. Contextualist studies have significantly enriched Hadith scholarship 
by introducing critical historical consciousness and challenging unreflective literalism (Syukri 
et al., 2023). Despite these contributions, the literature reveals persistent methodological 
ambiguities within contextualist approaches (Jestrovic, 2023). While they succeed in 
problematizing normative assumptions, they often lack a clear framework for determining the 
continuing normative relevance of Hadith. Critics argue that excessive contextualization risks 
reducing Hadith to mere historical artifacts, thereby weakening their authority as sources of 
ethical and legal guidance (Muhlis & Hajar, 2023). This critique underscores the necessity of 
an interpretive framework capable of accommodating historical particularity while preserving 
normative continuity. 
 
In the development of Hadith understanding among contemporary scholars such as Ṭāhir Ibn 
ʿĀshūr (2006) and Jasser Auda (2008), maqāṣid al-sharīʿah has emerged as a central concept 
in contemporary Islamic legal and ethical discourse, offering a purposive understanding of 
divine law. Classical formulations by scholars such as al-Shāṭibī laid the foundation for 
identifying higher objectives, while modern theorists have expanded maqāṣid to address 
issues of justice, human rights, and social welfare (Drechsler, 2022). In legal theory, maqāṣid 
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has been employed to guide ijtihād, resolve legal conflicts, and adapt Islamic law to changing 
circumstances. However, within hadith studies, the application of maqāṣid remains 
underdeveloped. Existing literature often treats maqāṣid as a supplementary tool selectively 
employed to justify interpretive outcomes rather than as a foundational methodological 
framework (Chokri, 2023). Few studies explicitly address how maqāṣid can be operationalized 
within the stages of hadith interpretation itself (Vikijunianto et al., 2025). This gap indicates 
that although maqāṣid discourse is well established in uṣūl al-fiqh, its potential contribution to 
hadith hermeneutics has not yet been fully realized. 
 
This study claims its contribution to positioning all three intertwined elements of normative 
dominance, contextual sensitivity, and purposive reasoning. It is true that most of the previous 
works focus on one of the approaches or integrate the methodologies at the level of just 
juxtaposition. In contrast, this article reconstructs the methodologies such that maqāṣid al-
sharīʿah is viewed as a cross-cutting/mediating framework (Drechsler, 2022). The construct of 
purposive reasoning as a constituent of the interpretative process is meant to transcend the 
existing methodological impasses (Irwansya & Taufikquraman, 2023). It is hoped that, with 
this approach, the interpretation of prophetic tradition may become more socially and ethically 
responsive to the prevailing circumstances of the contemporary world. 
 
 
Normative and Contextual Approaches in Hadith Interpretation: A Critical Review 
 
The normative approach in hadith interpretation is deeply rooted in the classical traditions of 
hadith scholarship and fiqh, which position the text as the primary authority in determining 
meaning and legal rulings (Suryani, 2022). This approach emphasizes the authenticity of the 
sanad, the consistency of the matn, and the conformity of hadith with the general principles of 
sharīʿah and the practices of the early generations. Within the normative framework, the 
meaning of hadith is generally derived from the apparent wording (ẓāhir) of the text and 
reinforced through the authority of classical scholars and madhhab consensus. If there is a 
contradiction between the meaning of the dhahir and the understanding of maqāṣid, the 
substantive meaning that conforms to the principles of maqāṣid takes precedence. The 
strength of this approach lies in its capacity to preserve normative stability and the continuity 
of Islamic scholarly tradition, ensuring that hadith are not interpreted arbitrarily (Huda & 
Rennhoff, 2022). However, in contemporary contexts, the normative approach faces serious 
challenges when confronted with social realities that differ significantly from the context in 
which hadith emerged.  
 
A focus on textual literalism typically overlooks the ethical aims and maṣlaḥah considerations 
that capture the essence of the Islamic tradition (Alrahawan, 2022). A result of this, a 
normative interpretation may arrive at ethically tenuous or irrelevant modern-day conclusions, 
while remaining textually defensible. This approach has an epistemological shortcoming since 
it assumes the normative sense of the text is somehow final and transcends historical 
consideration of the text, greatly narrowing the scope for critical engagement with the context 
of the text (Varga, 2022). While the normative approach has greatly contributed to the authority 
of Narrations of Prophet Muhammad it is clear that the approach needs to be developed further 
to deal with the nuances of modern ethical and social realities. 
 
Due to the shortcomings of the normative approach, the contextual approach focuses on the 
understanding of hadīth in relation to the socio-historical context of their emergence (Hasanah, 
2023). This approach considers hadīth to be the result of the interplay of divine revelation and 
social reality, where the interpretative work is contextualized properly to the cultural, political, 
and social fabric of early Arab societies. With the aid of contextual analysis, the contextual 
approach sets out to pinpoint distinguishing features of the universal and particular time-bound 
scope of the hadīth. In this regard, the approach has the merit of flexibility and adaptability, 
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and offers the space necessary for ijtihād, which allows the reinterpretation of hadīth to be 
relevant to contemporary problems (Maskur et al., 2023). 
 
The contextual approach is, however, still grappling with severe concerns and contradictions. 
An overemphasis on the historical context of the prophetic tradition could result in a complete 
disregard of their fundamental values, treating them as nothing more than a bunch of historical 
records (Syukri et al., 2023). At times, this approach lacks the necessary parameters to 
establish the degree to which a hadīth possesses normative relevance to the context of the 
current times, which is why contextual interpretation, in reality, is susceptible to relativism, as 
the meaning of hadīth relies too heavily on the discretion of the interpreter. This gap suggests, 
while progressive, the contextual approach still needs to be more successful in providing an 
adequate methodological framework that aligns contextual sensitivity with the continuity of 
textual authority. 
 
A thorough examination of both the normative and contextual approaches reveals that their 
main issues do not stem from their academic goals or orientations, but from the frameworks 
(methodological) used in isolation (Cosgrove et al., 2018). For instance, the normative 
approach tends to focus predominantly on normative textual compliance but does not place 
sufficient value on the ethical and social dimensions of textual engagement. Conversely, the 
contextual approach arguably loses the positive normative dimensions of social engagement 
as well (Haruna, 2024). This dichotomy creates a methodological standstill in the interpretative 
processes of Hadīth, especially when the prophetic tradition texts encounter multi-layered 
contemporary issues. Therefore, what is needed is an interpretative framework that will not be 
weighed down by the weaknesses of both approaches while harnessing their strengths. 
Maqāṣid al-sharīʿah can recenter the ethical goals and maṣlaḥah during the interpretation 
process (Riscilia et al., 2023). 
 
Understanding maqāṣid as a method means that the interpretation of ḥadīth can go beyond 
the contextualism debate and move to a position that incorporates the meaning of the text, the 
context, and the end goals of Islam (Azid & Ahmad, 2019). This method brings the possibility 
of developing a more comprehensive and ethical approach to context-sensitive ḥadīth 
interpretation while maintaining the normative validity of ḥadīth as a source of Islamic 
knowledge. 
 
Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah as an Interpretive Framework: Theoretical Foundations and 
Epistemological Implications 
 
Theory suggests that the framework for maqāsid al-Sharīʿah is established on the premise 
that the divine instructions of Islam were not purely an arbitrary compilation of guidelines. Still, 
rather, the divine instructions reflect a moral structure geared toward aims of an ethical nature, 
and focused on the interests of humans (Abdulkadir & Bature, 2025). Within the classical 
intellectual tradition, the framework for maqāsid developed predominantly within uṣūl al-fiqh 
through the writings of scholars such as Al-Juwaynī and Al-Ghazālī, and received a thoroughly 
systematic treatment in the writings of al-Shāṭibī. Within this context, Maqāṣid literally refers 
to the greater objectives of the sharīʿah, which aim to protect the religion, the sanctity of life, 
the intellect, the family, and the wealth. There are contemporary scholars who have suggested 
the inclusion of other objectives such as justice, the dignity of the human person, and the 
welfare of the community (Nurhayati et al., 2022). In this context, maqāsid provides a basis 
for a teleological approach to the understanding of religious, and particularly, normative texts, 
including the prophetic tradition. It emphasizes the purpose and the underlying wisdom of the 
normative texts. The maqāṣid critiques those who solely focus on meaning and context by 
asking what ethical considerations are relevant to the Prophet's sayings and actions (Jamrozi 
et al., 2022). This hadīth is placed in the context of obedience and ethical authority, and is a 
source of justice and humanity. Therefore, maqāṣid al-sharīʿah interprets hadīth while 
considering texts to realign with the true spirit and aim of Islamic teachings. 
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From the epistemology, applying the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah framework to the interpretation of 
texts has implications for the construction of religious knowledge and for the processes of 
validation and falsification of religious knowledge. This framework shifts the epistemology of 
the interpretation of Narrations of Prophet Muhammad from a textual-positivist viewpoint to a 
more purposive-ethical viewpoint (Umayah, 2023). Classical normative epistemology views 
the merit of a hypothesis predominantly, and in many cases exclusively, from a positivist 
standpoint, i.e., from the perspective of the apparent (ẓāhir) meaning of the text and the 
authoritative tradition. The contextual perspective, on the other hand, tends to place more 
emphasis on the historical and social significance (validity) of an interpretation (Akib, 2025). 
Maqāṣid al-sharīʿah enables epistemological pluralism by integrating an ethical goal as the 
moderating factor among the text, the context, and the social realities of the time. In the context 
of maqāṣid al-sharīʿah, the meaning of a prophetic tradition is not treated as a fixed meaning, 
but rather, as the by-product of a process of reasoning that is informed by the moral and social 
dimensions of the relevant context. The epistemology of maqāṣid recognizes that while human 
comprehension of texts is limited and contextual, it is still tethered to the normative aims that 
are in the spirit of the sharīʿah (El-Mesawi, 2020). Such epistemological implications compel 
hadīth analysts to go beyond the mastery of the textual linguistics and history, and require 
them to be ethically sensitive and critically reflective about the implications of their 
interpretations (Arifin et al., 2023). Thus, maqāṣid al-sharīʿah serves as an epistemological 
tool in striking a balance between normative objectivity and interpretive subjectivity. 
 
Helim and Suradilaga (2022) considered that the use of maqāṣid al-sharīʿah in the 
methodology of hadīth interpretation has major implications concerning the position and the 
legitimacy of such interpretations. From such a viewpoint, the interpretation of a hadīth is not 
a matter of uncovering a single, definitive meaning, but a responsible interpretation of the text 
within the framework of certain ends and purposes. Maqāṣid serves as a standard and allows 
interpreters to gauge whether a certain understanding of the hadīth is in line with the principles 
of justice, maṣlaḥah, and the avoidance of harm (Haswa et al., 2024). These ramifications of 
a given theory of knowledge, that is, the theory of Maqāṣid, allow the increase in the scope of 
ijtihād, without making it without any values (Sunaryo and Fahmi 2024). Within the framework 
of the text interpretation, the ijtihād theory expounds upon a variety of methodologies. In 
relation to the use of prophetic tradition in addressing social and gender justice and pluralism 
issues, this methodology expands the interpretations of the hadīth without refuting its 
legitimacy as a source of Islam. 
 
Therefore, maqāṣid al-sharīʿah functions also as an epistemological concept, not merely an 
ethical one, that impacts the conception, reasoning, and evaluation of the interpretation of 
hadīth (Suiçmez, 2022). This structure enables the advancement of a more thoughtful, holistic, 
and pertinent hadīth hermeneutics, aiding the methodology evolution from an exclusively 
textual-historical method to one that is intentional and anthropocentric. 
 
Reconstructing Hadith Interpretation: Integrating Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah into Normative–
Contextual Readings 
 
The reconstruction of hadīth interpretation by means of integrating maqāṣid al-sharīʿah into 
the normative-contextual readings is the result of the recognition that these approaches have 
been most often parallel to, and sometimes even contradictory to, each other (Kholishudin & 
Ilmi, 2023). Normative readings privilege the literal meaning and the tradition's authoritative 
power, while contextual readings consider the history and the socio-political milieu 
surrounding the emergency. The integration of maqāṣid serves as a methodological focal point 
that aims to combine both a teleological perspective (Masruri et al., 2024). The purpose of this 
approach is to ensure that the normative meaning of a hadīth is neither isolated from the 
ethical aims that the prophetic tradition promotes, and that the history is not in a mere 
descriptive, but rather, provides a means to elucidate the area of concern in the ruling. 
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Consequently, the maqāṣid-oriented reconstruction of its interpretation does not intend to 
replace a normative approach or a contextual approach, but rather reframes both approaches 
to the wider objectives of the sharīʿah (Vikijunianto et al., 2025). Furthermore, a hadīth under 
this approach should be regarded as a living normative text as it can be operationalized 
through maqāṣid reasoning while remaining not detached from the sources of authority of 
Islam. 
 
Maqāsid al-shari'ah used with normative-contextual methodologies means more systematic 
and reflective work. This means the interpretive work consists of more than just analyzing and 
validating the isnad and completing the necessary linguistic analyses. Work then is required 
that examines the relevant sociopolitical and historical contexts of the given hadīth and the 
yah objectives the Narrations of Prophet Muhammad is trying to achieve (Azid & Ahmad, 
2019). Maqāsid serves to provide both the relevance and normative conclusions on what is 
given hadīth as applicable to the current historical realities. (Abdulkadir & Bature, 2025). This 
process also allows the interpreter to identify and separate the parts of the hadīth that are 
instrumental and tied to a given historical period from those that are permanent and applicable 
to all times. (Alhattab & Jamil, 2024). Such an approach means the prophetic tradition can be 
reinterpreted without the emphasis on works replacing the texts or meaning becoming 
relativistic. (Irwansyah & Taufiquraman, 2023). Maqāsid al-shari’ah, as used here, also means 
that the objectives will be instrumental in safeguarding the continuity of works as the shari’ah’s 
foundational objectives, and the guiding values of justice, maṣlaḥah, and preserving human 
dignity. In this light, the objectives of maqsid are to enhance the scope of ijtihād to also include 
a more comprehensive accountability from a scholarly and ethical perspective on the work 
produced. 
 
The integration of maqāṣid al-sharīʿah into normative–contextual readings also carries 
significant implications for the future direction of contemporary hadith studies (Akib, 2025). 
This approach encourages a paradigm shift from the pursuit of final textual meaning toward 
understanding hadith as a dynamic and purpose-oriented source of values. In this context, 
reconstructing hadith interpretation functions not merely as a methodological project, but also 
as an intellectual response to modern social challenges, such as issues of social justice, 
gender relations, and cultural pluralism. Maqāṣid enables hadith to be read critically and 
constructively without forfeiting its normative legitimacy. By integrating normative, contextual, 
and teleological dimensions, this approach contributes to the development of a more inclusive, 
adaptive, and relevant model of hadith interpretation (Jamil, 2024). This methodological 
contribution not only enriches the scholarly tradition of hadith studies but also opens space for 
dialogue between the classical tradition and the needs of contemporary society. Thus, the 
maqāṣid al-sharīʿah-based reconstruction of hadith interpretation may be understood as a 
strategic effort to preserve the continuity of hadith authority while ensuring its relevance within 
the modern social and intellectual landscape (Salman, 2024). 
 
Methodological Implications and Scholarly Contributions to Contemporary Hadith 
Studies 
 
The paradigm shift' in the methodology of comprehending, interpreting, and actualizing Hadīth 
literature as a normative source of Islam (Kamali, 2011). This specific methodology of maqāsid 
al-shari'ah has shown how one can move past the literal and purely textual analysis of a 
Hadīth, and purely historical methodologies, and operate with a purpose-oriented 
framework,and in so doing, we advocate for a 'paradigm shift' in the methodology for the 
interpretation of more contemporary literature (Ibnyaich, 2022). Such practical illustrations 
motivate one to synthesize the criticism of the isnād and matn, historical and contextual 
analyses, and incorporate maqāsid reasoning, in what shall be a single interpretive exercise. 
Therefore, one can argue that the interpretation of a prophetic tradition is also valid when it is 
consistent with the intended purposes of the shari'ah. This interpretation sheds the shackles 
of mere descriptive analyses. It introduces evaluative analyses that have previously been 
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neglected in the discipline of hadīth studies, and importantly, balances and enriches the 
scholarship in the discipline (Harjana et al., 2025). 
 
From an epistemological perspective, the maqāṣid approach makes a significant contribution 
to the way hadith knowledge is constructed and developed. Contemporary hadith studies are 
no longer oriented solely toward historical authenticity, but also toward normative relevance 
and the social implications of the interpretations produced (Hafid & Mahmuddin, 2023). 
Maqāṣid al-sharīʿah functions as an epistemological principle that mediates the tension 
between textual objectivity and interpretive subjectivity. By establishing the objectives of the 
sharīʿah as the horizon of interpretation, this approach enables the emergence of more 
reflective and responsible understandings of hadith (Suiçmez, 2022). This scholarly 
contribution enriches the methodological discourse of hadith studies by presenting an 
interpretive model capable of responding to contemporary issues without forfeiting normative 
legitimacy. In academic contexts, this approach also opens space for interdisciplinary dialogue 
between hadith studies, Islamic ethics, and the social sciences, thereby broadening the 
analytical foundation and strengthening the relevance of hadith scholarship within modern 
intellectual discourse. 
 
The maqāṣid-based reconstruction of hadīth interpretation has also provided a great deal of 
scholarly work in enhancing the influence of the studies in developing an inclusive and 
contextually responsive Islamic discourse (Arifin et al., 2023). This perspective provides a 
methodological framework for the reinterpretation that has been unquestioningly and 
normatively literal in terms of understanding, especially regarding social justice, gender, and 
pluralism issues. Thus, hadīth studies should not only operate as a philologico-historical 
discipline, but also as a normative and critical social discipline. This provides an additional 
dimension to the discipline, where hadīth are more than a source of legal rationality, but also 
a source of social ethics applicable to contemporary life (Siswanto, 2020). From an academic 
point of view, the maqāṣid approach has stimulated the emergence of various new research 
agendas in prophetic tradition studies, including purpose-oriented hadīth hermeneutics and 
research on the social effects of interpretations (Qaisar, 2022). Therefore, this methodological 
reconstruction has not only added to the intellectual wealth of scholarship but also confirmed 
that hadīth scholarship is a field that is alive and dynamic, and that is continuing to respond to 
social and intellectual challenges. 
 
Discussion 
 
The discussion illustrates that reconstructing hadīth interpretation by incorporating maqāṣid 
al-sharīʿah into normative–contextual readings exemplifies a particular methodological 
innovation in contemporary studies (Haswa et al., 2024). The normative perspective, which 
has traditionally advocated for the primacy of meaning and tradition, and the contextual 
perspective, which has focussed on the socio-historical context, have proven limitations in 
isolation, and the merger of these two perspectives has proven limitations in isolation. The 
integration of maqāsid, which operates as a teleological framework, unifies these two 
perspectives by positing the goals of the sharīʿah as the primary point of focus for determining 
the end of interpretation. The results affirm that maqāṣid al-sharīʿah retains its relevance as 
an ethical construct within uṣūl al-fiqh, but carries a far more applicable and useful relevance 
as an epistemological and methodological basis for the interpretation of hadīth (Kholishudin & 
Ilmi, 2023). Such a proposition allows for the understanding of hadīth as a living system of 
values without losing its bond with the text and the tradition, and more importantly, this 
reconstruction legitimizes the hadith-based ijtihād, which is open to socio-political realities of 
the present. The results also illustrate that integrating maqāṣid al-sharīʿah signifies an 
advance in the methodological possibilities studies that invokes a tension between the tradition 
and the contemporary (Azid & Ahmad, 2019). 
 



Pharos Journal of Theology ISSN 2414-3324 online Volume 107 (3) Regular Issue (2026) 
Copyright: ©2026 Open Access/Author/s - Online @ http//: www.pharosjot.com 

 

12 

 

The literature on the theory of maqāṣid al-sharīʿah shows a significant shift from a classical 
normative approach toward a more systemic and contextual contemporary approach, which 
directly impacts the reconstruction of hadith interpretation methodology. Within this 
framework, a comparison between al-Shāṭibī, Jasser Auda, and Mohammad Hashim Kamali 
becomes key to understanding this epistemological transformation. Al-Shāṭibī, through al-
Muwāfaqāt, formulated maqāṣid as the universal objectives of the Sharīʿah oriented toward 
the preservation of five fundamental principles (al-kulliyyāt al-khams), using an inductive 
(istiqrā’) approach to the texts (Farahidy, 2022). This structure is reinforced by the hierarchical 
classification of ḍarūriyyāt–ḥājiyyāt–taḥsīniyyāt, which positions maqāṣid as a tool for legal 
harmonization, yet still remains within strong textualist boundaries (Auda, 2011). In its 
subsequent development, this classical formulation became the foundation for conceptualizing 
maqāṣid as a theory of public interest (maṣlaḥah) that continued to evolve from al-Ghazālī to 
al-Shāṭibī (Zuhdi & Nasir, 2024). However, as noted in contemporary literature, maqāṣid is no 
longer merely a derivative instrument but has become an integrative methodological 
framework that bridges text and context (Djeghim & Oziev, 2025). 
 
On the other hand, Jasser Auda proposes a systemic approach that explicitly critiques the 
rigidity and static hierarchy in classical theory. He rejects the pyramidal model and replaces it 
with a systems-based approach encompassing six main features: cognition, openness, 
interrelatedness, multidimensional hierarchy, purposefulness, and holism (Zahroh, 2021). 
Within this framework, maqāṣid is no longer understood as a linear structure but as a network 
of intersecting and dynamic objectives, thereby enabling flexibility in responding to the 
complexities of modernity. Auda also expands the scope of maqāṣid to contemporary issues 
such as human rights, social justice, and governance, making it a more global and applicable 
epistemological paradigm (Irawan, 2022; Amaliah et al., 2025). Meanwhile, Kamali occupies 
a moderate position by integrating the classical foundation of al-Shāṭibī with the need for 
modern reinterpretation (Kamali, 2008). He adds values such as justice (‘adl), freedom 
(ḥurriyyah), and human dignity (karāmah insāniyyah) to the scope of maqāṣid, while 
maintaining continuity with the tradition of uṣūl al-fiqh (Duderija, 2014). This approach 
demonstrates that maqāṣid can function as a bridge between textual normativity and 
contextual demands, particularly in the reinterpretation of hadith. 
 
Furthermore, the literature reveals the presence of intense internal debates within maqāṣid 
theory, which both enrich and challenge its use as a methodological framework. First, there is 
an epistemological debate between the textualist approach that emphasizes adherence to 
scriptural evidence, and the contextualist approach that opens space for rationality and social 
reality as sources of legal knowledge (Auda, 2011; Djeghim & Oziev, 2025). Second, there is 
a debate regarding the scope of maqāṣid, whether it is limited to the five classical principles 
or can be dynamically expanded, which in contemporary approaches tends to shift from a 
paradigm of protection toward development and rights (Zuhdi & Nasir, 2024; Sanusi, 2025). 
Third, critiques have emerged regarding the potential subjectivity in the expansion of maqāṣid, 
particularly when used for normatively weak textual justifications. Additionally, the tension 
between the universality and particularity of maqāṣid has also become a significant issue, 
where some scholars emphasize its universal values, while others highlight the importance of 
local context in its implementation. Thus, the comparison between al-Shāṭibī, Auda, and 
Kamali not only demonstrates the theoretical evolution of maqāṣid but also opens space for a 
more adaptive integrative approach in hadith reinterpretation—namely, an approach capable 
of maintaining normative roots while critically and contextually responding to social dynamics. 
 
The need for a renewed methodology for studying hadīth is pressing in the case of the Muslim 
societies of the world that are dealing with new social, political, and cultural challenges. A 
predominantly normative approach to interpreting hadīth may result in social insensitivity and 
rigid interpretations, just as a predominantly contextual approach may result in an extreme 
interpretive relativism (Al-Jubouri, 2025). The major reflection of this study is that maqāṣid al-
sharīʿah can act as a form of epistemic equilibrium, and suggests that prophetic tradition may 
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be interpreted in a manner that preserves the essential values of Islam, and the values that 
virtue ethically integrates with the social order and balances it. Moreover, the findings indicate 
that the perceived crisis of the relevance of hadīth in public discourse is often the result of the 
interpretive methodology, not the texts of hadīth themselves. A conclusive engagement with 
these findings reiterates that methodological renewal is not a form of reconstructing the 
authority of hadīth, but an effort to reconstruct the normative and ethical relevance of hadīth 
in the Muslim community's social order. The maqāṣid approach, in this instance, represents 
an epistemological position that constructively integrates the modern and traditional (Sabil, 
2022). 
 
The interpretation of these findings indicates that integrating maqāṣid al-sharīʿah into 
normative–contextual readings represents a paradigm shift in understanding hadith as a 
purpose-oriented normative text. Hadith are no longer positioned merely as legal sources to 
be applied literally, but as ethical guidance embodying a vision of humanity and justice 
(Duderija, 2022). Within this framework, the meaning of hadith is understood through a 
dialogue among text, context, and the objectives of the sharīʿah. This interpretation affirms 
that the validity of a hadith interpretation is determined not only by its conformity to the 
apparent meaning (ẓāhir) or historical context, but also by the extent to which it aligns with 
maqāṣid al-sharīʿah (Kamali, 2025). Consequently, this approach positions the interpreter as 
an epistemic subject who bears both scholarly and moral responsibility. It further indicates that 
maqāṣid al-sharīʿah functions as a horizon of meaning that allows hadith to remain relevant 
across diverse historical contexts. Therefore, the maqāṣid-based reconstruction of hadith 
interpretation may be understood as an effort to develop a more reflective, integrative, and 
value-oriented hadith hermeneutics. 
 
The maqāṣid al-sharīʿah-based interpretive model markedly improves upon prior methods in 
hadīth studies (Duderija, 2014). Traditional studies tend to fixate on the authenticity of the 
sanad, as well as the matn's literal meaning. In contrast, most modern studies focus on the 
socio-historical dimensions of the matn. While each of these approaches has made valuable 
contributions to the study of hadīth, both approaches tend to fall short of the analysis of social 
and ethical problems in the contemporary world. In contrast, the maqāṣid approach goes 
beyond the text and the context of the matn by using the objectives of the sharīʿah as an 
evaluative criterion (El-Mesawi, 2020). In this sense, the maqāṣid approach is superior to the 
purely contextual hermeneutic approach, as it better preserves the continuity of the Islamic 
tradition. On the other hand, the maqāṣid approach is superior to the normative-literal 
approach in that it provides more interpretive flexibility while maintaining the integrity of the 
text. This analysis shows that reconstructing this holy interpretation using maqāṣid is more of 
an integrative approach that combines and optimally utilizes both methods than a novel 
approach that creates a break from the established methods of interpretation (Rozani et al., 
2025). 
 
As a follow-up, these findings open opportunities for further research in contemporary hadith 
studies. Future studies may focus on the concrete application of the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah 
framework in analyzing thematic hadith, such as those concerning gender relations, 
leadership, or social justice. Additionally, there is a need to develop more operational 
methodological tools for systematically identifying and assessing maqāṣid within hadith 
interpretation. Another important follow-up involves interdisciplinary dialogue between hadith 
studies, Islamic ethics, and the social sciences to enrich contextual analysis and assess the 
social impact of interpretation. Academically, this approach may also be integrated into hadith 
curricula as part of methodological reform in teaching. Thus, the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah-based 
reconstruction of hadith interpretation does not remain merely a theoretical discourse but 
evolves into a sustainable and practical scholarly agenda. It is hoped that this development 
will strengthen the position of hadith studies as a responsive, relevant discipline that 
contributes meaningfully to the lives of contemporary Muslim societies. 
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Conclusion 
 
This study finds that reconstructing hadith interpretation through the integration of maqāṣid al-
sharīʿah into normative–contextual readings constitutes an effective methodological approach 
for addressing the limitations of textual-literal and historical-descriptive interpretations of 
hadith. The main findings indicate that normative and contextual approaches, when operating 
independently, tend to produce partial understandings that are insufficiently responsive to the 
complexity of contemporary social issues. The integration of maqāṣid al-sharīʿah enables both 
approaches to be interconnected within a teleological framework oriented toward ethical 
objectives and human well-being. This study further affirms that maqāṣid is not only relevant 
as an ethical instrument within uṣūl al-fiqh, but can also function as an epistemological 
foundation for hadith interpretation. By establishing the objectives of the sharīʿah as the 
horizon of interpretation, hadith are understood as dynamic and contextual normative sources 
without losing the legitimacy of text and tradition. These findings demonstrate that the maqāṣid 
al-sharīʿah-based reconstruction of hadith interpretation expands the scope of ijtihād in a 
responsible manner and promotes the development of more reflective, adaptive, and value-
oriented understandings of hadith. 
 
The principal scholarly contribution of this study lies in strengthening and advancing the 
methodology of contemporary hadith studies through an integrative maqāṣid al-sharīʿah-
based approach. This research offers a methodological framework that bridges the tension 
between the normative authority of the text and the demands of contextualization within 
modern society. Accordingly, this study contributes to expanding the epistemological horizon 
of hadith scholarship, moving from a primarily philological-historical approach toward a more 
comprehensive normative-teleological framework. In addition, this research enriches the 
discourse of hadith hermeneutics by positioning maqāṣid as an evaluative principle within the 
interpretive process. This contribution is significant because it opens space for dialogue 
between classical tradition and contemporary Islamic thought, while simultaneously 
reinforcing the relevance of hadith within ethical and social discourse. Theoretically, this study 
also affirms that hadith scholarship cannot be separated from dimensions of value and 
purpose, thereby holding potential to contribute to the development of more interdisciplinary 
Islamic studies. Thus, this article is expected to serve as a methodological reference for future 
hadith research, particularly in efforts to renew Islamic thought grounded in a strong scholarly 
tradition.  
 
A limitation of this study is that, while it develops a conceptual maqāṣid al‑sharīʿah-based 
framework for hadith interpretation, it does not include applied analyses of specific texts, 
leaving its practical effectiveness in producing contextually relevant and solution-oriented 
readings to be demonstrated in future research initiatives. 
 
As a follow-up, this study recommends several research agendas to further deepen and 
develop the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah-based approach to hadith interpretation. First, applied 
research is needed to concretely implement the maqāṣid framework in the analysis of thematic 
hadith, such as those concerning social justice, gender relations, leadership, and pluralism. 
Such studies would demonstrate the extent to which the maqāṣid approach can produce 
relevant and solution-oriented understandings of hadith. Second, future research may focus 
on developing more operational methodological instruments for systematically identifying and 
classifying maqāṣid within hadith interpretation. Third, comparative studies between the 
maqāṣid approach in hadith scholarship and hermeneutical approaches in other intellectual 
traditions constitute an important agenda for enriching methodological perspectives. 
Furthermore, interdisciplinary research integrating hadith studies with the social sciences and 
applied ethics is highly necessary to assess the social impact of hadith interpretation. Through 
these avenues, further research development is expected to strengthen the position of hadith 
studies as a dynamic, responsive discipline that remains relevant to contemporary challenges. 
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